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According to His 
All-Holiness Ecu-
menical Patriarch 
Bartholomew of 
Constantinople, 
 
“in our ecclesiasti-
cal tradition, [the 
priest’s wife] is ad-
dressed 
as presbytera, the 
other half of  

the presbyteros (priest).” 
Priests’ wives are known by different ti-
tles in various Orthodox traditions and 
jurisdictions. Although the titles are dif-
ferent, they all acknowledge the special 
place of the priest’s wife in the parish. 
In the Greek Orthodox Church, the title of 
the priest’s wife is presbytera (also 
spelled as presvytera in modern translit-
eration). 
The title of presbytera is found among 
ancient Christian writings, and had several 
different usages. One usage applied to a 
deaconess who assisted a priest in differ-
ent tasks. 

Titles for Priests’ Wives 
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In the early Church, a deaconess was an older Christian woman, 
usually widowed, who offered her service or diakonia (hence the 
more common title, “deaconess”) to the Church. Her limited du-
ties included keeping order in the church and helping adult wom-
en dress after emerging from the water during the Sacrament of 
Holy Baptism. She also visited sick women, as well as Christian 
women who were household members of pagan homes. 
Nevertheless, the most common usage of this title was for the 
wife of the priest. In the Greek Orthodox Church, this is the cur-
rent usage of the title of presbytera. In colloquial Greek, howev-
er, the priest’s wife is referred to as papadia, which comes 
from papas, another word for priest. 
In the Antiochian Orthodox Church, the priest’s wife is 
called khouria. 
 
In the Albanian Orthodox Church, she is called priftereshia. 
In the Romanian Orthodox Church, she is called preoteasa. 
In Our Ukrainian Orthodox Church, the priest’s wife is 
called pani matka, which means “ mother of many.” How touch-
ing and appropriate this title is for the priest’s wife who loves 
and cares for all of the people in her husband’s parish! 
 
Some priests’ wives do not wish to be called by their title. They 
insist on being called by their given baptismal name. Perhaps 
they wish to be treated like any other woman in the parish. Her 
wishes ought to be respected, but many people ignore them. No 
matter how hard the priest’s wife might try to tell people to call 
her by her first name; she is still the wife of the priest in their 
eyes. 
For a newly ordained priest’s wife, taking on her new title is 
symbolic of taking on her new life. From then on, few will call 
her by her baptismal name. It is funny to be in a gathering of 
priests’ wives when someone calls out the title of the priest’s 
wife, such as presbytera in Greek. All of the priests’ wives will 
turn around, thinking the person is addressing her. 
This is how deeply this title is carved in the heart of every 
priest’s wife. 
 
by Athanasia Papadimitriou 
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Sunday  
October 5 

8:15am Matins 
9:00am Hours 

9:30am 
Divine Liturgy 

17th Sunday after Pentecost.  Tone 8 Martyr 
Charitina of Amisus (304). Hieromartyr Dio-
nysius, bishop of Alexandria (265). Martyr 
Mamelta (Mamelchtha) of Persia (344). Ven. 
Damian the Healer (1071), and Sts. Jeremiah 
(1070) and Matthew (1085), clairvoyants of 
the Kyiv Caves. Matins Gospel (6): Lk. 24:36-
53 2 Cor. 6:16–7:1;  Мt. 15:21-28; ;  

Sunday  
October 19 

8:15am Matins 
9:00am Hours 

9:30am 
Divine Liturgy 

19th Sunday after Pentecost.   Tone 2 
Prophet Joel (800 B.C.). Martyr Warus and 
seven monk-martyrs in Egypt (307). Blessed 
Cleopatra (327) and her son John, in Egypt. 
Hieromartyr Sadoc (Sadoth), bishop of Per-
sia, and 128 Martyrs with him (342). Ven. 
John Rylskyj . Matins Gospel (8): Jn. 20:11-
18; 2 Cor. 11:31–12:9;  Lk. 6:31-36; 

Thursday 
April 17 
6:30pm 

12 Passion Gospels 

Saturday  
October 

Demitrius Saturday Divine Liturgy and 
panahyda at 9:30am 

Sunday  
October 12 

8:15am Matins 
9:00am Hours 

9:30am 
Divine Liturgy 

18th Sunday after Pentecost.   Tone 1 Com-
memoration of the Holy Fathers of the   Sev-
enth Ecumenical Council (787). Martyrs Pro-
bus, Tarachus, and Andronicus (304). Ven. 
Cosmas the Hymnographer, bishop of Mai-
uma (787). Martyr Domnina of Anazarbus 
(286). St. Martin the Merciful, bishop of 
Tours (397). Matins Gospel (7): Jn. 20:1-10; 
2 Cor. 9:6-11; Lk. 5:1-11; 
To Holy Fathers:  Heb. 13:7-16;    Jn. 17:1-
13; 
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Sunday School Corner 

Recap of Sunday School  - Sept. 28, 2025: 
 
 
Intermediate Class: 
 
Why do rules matter?  That was the question posed to chil-
dren.  Can you imagine life without traffic rules or playing 
sports or games without them?  The Ten Commandments hand-
ed down to Moses from God are the rules we must follow in 
making the right choices for a good life.  The first four Com-
mandments teach us how to show love and respect towards 
God.  Commandments 5-10 teach us how to show love and re-
spect towards others.  For this lesson we focused on the First 
Commandment: "I am the Lord your God. You shall not have 
any other gods before me."  We need to put our faith in Him 
and trust God completely to take care of us.  To demonstrate 
this concept in a tangible way the children did an object lesson 
with stones and a jar of water. The stones represented things 
that made them happy and were important to them.  Anything 
from video games, friends, family, sports. The water represent-
ed God and the trust we place in Him. As the stones were 
placed in the jar, the water kept rising until it overflowed. The 
things that made them happy, while on the surface were not bad, 
they in fact were pretend gods. They were replacing God in im-
portance and putting their attention elsewhere.  When the stones 
were removed, they saw how much water was gone (it was a 
lot).  Once their attention (i.e. stones) were placed outside the 
jar, it was refilled; demonstrating that God will always help us 
refill our trust in Him. Those things that make us happy are OK 
to have as long as we remember that we can't trust them like we 
trust God. 
 
May your "jars" always be filled with God's love & trust, 
~Ms. Karen 
 
Yours in Christ~ 
Miss Debbie & Miss Karen  
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Sacred Art Contest due October 10 

With the blessing of our Hierarchs, we are 
pleased to announce an opportunity for the 
youth of our church to express their faith. 
The Consistory Office of Youth & Young 
Adult Ministry wants to encourage youth 
and young adults to explore their creative 
talents and to glorify God through art, with the Annual Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church Sacred Arts Contest.  The SAC will take place 
every three years in conjunction with the Sobor. 
Part of our mission, is to provide youth and college aged young 
adults the opportunity to become more involved with their faith, 
while showcasing the talented and creative youth we have within 
in our Ukrainian Orthodox Churches. We want our youth to 
realize that having fun and utilizing creativity can be manifested 
in a project that shows how they correlate their life with their 
faith. 
Prizes will be awarded for first and second place. This year we 
will be focusing on visual arts. Participants may make their 
submission in any visual art form: drawing, painting, watercolor, 
computer design. 
Questions about the contest may be made to the Office of Youth 
& Young Adult Ministry at uocyouth@aol.comThis year the 
topics are the same for all age categories Entrants will be judged 
within their age category. Entry forms are at the church entrance. 
The participants may choose from one of the following 
themes: 
Faith, Hope & Love - Віра, Надія та Любов 
“My Help is in the Lord Who Made Heaven and Earth” Psalm 
121 
Entries will be shown and judged at the 24th Regular Sobor 
TOPIC 
Use any visual or performing art to show any of the following: 
Below are some prompts to help you design your artwork. 
Where do you see/experience Faith, Hope & Love in the world, 
your life or parish? 
How does the Lord help you? 
Використовуйте візуальне чи виконавське мистецтво, щоб 
відтворити наступне: 
Де ви бачите/відчуваєте Віру, Надію та Любов у світі, у 
своєму житті чи парафії? 
Як Господь вам допомагає? 
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  For the health and God’s blessings for Barbara 
Bruce by Gbur & Land Families 
 For the health and God’s blessings of Lillian 
Cepynsky by Gbur & Lang Families 
 For the health & God’s blessings for Lorraine  
    Ehlart by Fr. Vasyl 
 For the health of Patti Faye by John Batura 
 For the health of Tina Palasti by PM Olenka 

———————————————————— 
  In loving memory of my mother Polina and father Pavlo. 

Memory Etenal! Heavenly Kingdom.  
     Halyna Kashpar 

50/50 Club  

Seven Day Vigil Candles 

The winner for the month of September was Lidia Cepynsky. 
Next  drawing will take place  on Sunday October 26, 2025 
We encourage to buy tickets for the whole year for a discounted 
price of $65.00. If you would like to buy for one or several 
months the ticket is $6.00 for a month. You can win $250.00. 
All of the proceeds go to College Scholarship Fund of our parish. 
Support children of our parish family.  
For more info please see Ivan Bryndzia & Vitalii Kulyk 

Church Hall Remodeling 

Please excuse our dust, as we continue the pro-
cess of a complete remodel of the Church hall.  
The kitchen is still in need of update and fresh 
coat of paint. The Bathrooms will undergo a 
complete remodeling as well. This is why some of the bathrooms 
might be closed to the public. 

Eternal Light 

John & Susan Ziegler in memory of  
Father Tony P. Beck—$100.00 
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We ask all of you to remember in your prayers 
the following individuals, who are in need of 
God's healing and grace: Lidia, Nina Gregosanc & fami-
ly, Larry Pierog, Mark, Judy Broud, Joshua Mark, Mary 
Wisniowski,  Mary Pirtle, Nathan, Allie Branch, Mike Moran,  
Christopher Flavin, Bob Lewandowski, Michael Melnyk, Andy, 
Bohdan, Ralph Palm, David, Irine, Zoriana, Lev, Alla 
Grzymski, Kathy Grzymski, Nicole, John & Patti, Barbara Pat-
ronik, Barbara Bruce, Chloe McKinney, Yuriy Zmysly, Dorothy 
Seliga, Halyna & Wolodymer Kashpar, Mykola, Priest Vasyl 
Dovhan, Tina & Frankie, Alexander, Anatoli & Pamela, Janet, 
Sam and Natalia. 
Pray for soldiers in Ukraine: Maksym, Yaroslav, Pavlo, Slav-
ko, Mikola, Victor, Taras, Yuriy, Stepan, Mykola, medic Stella, 
Oleg, Yuriy, Dmitro, Bohdan, Roman, Mykola, Kostia, Vitaliy, 
missing in action Volodimer, Mykola. 
 
Pray for Our expecting mother:  
Natalia, Pavai, Tetiana. 
New moms Myroslava, Nataliia, Maria, Michelle and Evhenia. 
 If there is anyone who is in need of prayers, and you want to 
add them to the prayer corner, please notify Fr. Vasyl 
If you would like me to visit with the Sacraments of the Holy 
Confession and  Eucharist,  please call the rectory. 
 to set up an appointment.  I will gladly visit everyone. 
 Fr. Vasyl 

Prayer Corner for the Month of October 

Sunday’s Second Special Collection is dedicated each month to a 
different cause.  
Month of October for Parish Scholarship Fund. 

Sunday’s Second Collection 

Memorial Service  

October 26 — In memory of all of those who 
have stepped into eternity in the month of October 
In memory of Iryna Grzesiak by Andy Grzesiak 
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Безкoштoвне випoвнення усiх дoкументiв для 

нoвoприбулих (Social Security. Work permit, Bene-

fits) Кoжнoï Середи у Церкoвнiй залi з 9:00-17:00.За 

iнфoрмацiєю прoсимo звертатись дo Панi Матки Оленки 

Сендега “Асoцiацiя Самoпoмiч.” абo за телефoнoм  

(773) 692-1010 

Our college Students 

Selfreliance Association 

Our College Care Package program is off and 
running!  Thank you to everyone who submitted 
applications on behalf of their child(ren).  We are 
planning on having the first packages go out mid-
October. Our goal is to send them out four times 
during the course of the academic year.  
 

 If you would like to be a part of this ministry, please contact Ka-
ren Larson at (815) 342-8768, nerak3319@outlook.com.   or tap 
any committee member on the shoulder during Coffee Hour: 
Athena Gordan, Debbie Pierog or Pat Wolsko. 
 

ESL Classes/Класи Англiйськoï мoви ESL 

Our ESL classes will resume on Thursday evenings,  
beginning Thursday, September 18 in the Church Hall. 
Any adults  wishing to improve their English are welcome  
to join us at 6:30 p.m.   If you have any questions, please 
see Pat Wolsko or Athena Gordan.  
Безкoштoвнi заняття КЛАСИ ESL Кoжнoгo Четверга 
 o 6:30 вечoра в церковній залі рoзпoченаються з 18 Вересня. 
Запрoшуємо усіх, хто  хoче вивчити мoву, хтo 
хоче стати більш вправним в розмові, читанні та написання 
англійської мови.  Реєстраційні форми знаходяться на стoлi 
при вхoдi у церквi. Якщо у вас є будь-які запитання, 
зверніться до  
Пет Волско, о. Василя або ПМ Оленки. 

mailto:nerak3319@outlook.com

