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Don’t preach “the devil’s homily”!

In every parish
(even the dream
ones), there are
going to be people
whom it is hard to
love. Like flies
that get into the
car when you take [
your garbage to  J;
the dump, their
words and actions will continue annoying
you long after you’ve left their physical
presence. Sometimes it can get so bad
that your mind will actually create imagi-
nary conversations so that these alleged
“scribes and pharisees” can anger and
tempt you with their hypocritical vitriol
24/7.

The passion that results from the enter-
tainment of these thoughts is then sure

to follow you into work where it will try
to affect your homily preparation If you
are like many priests, you will end up cre-
ating (at least in your mind, if not on pa-
per) two homilies: one for the glory of
God and the other for the pomp of the




devil. If you haven’t followed the Church’s commandment

to “come into the Liturgy with malice towards none”, you may
even be tempted to give the devil’s homily during the ser-
vice. This article by Chad Bird describes just such an occa-
sion. It’s a wonderful warning to all of us NOT to preach the
devil’s homily! (Offered with thanks to Fr. Basil Biberdorf.)

“] Sure Hope SHE’S listening to this sermon!” by Chad Bird
Published at Flying Scroll: Musings and Poetry by Chad
Bird (10 June 2013)

She baked cookies when I came to visit her, but I always feared
they were laced with cyanide. We had that kind of pastor-to-
parishioner relationship. If back-stabbing were an Olympic sport,
she’d have brought home the gold. All smiles when talking to
you, all bared teeth when talking about you. I was the object of
her slander on a regular basis. Along with death and taxes, this
too was a certainty of my life.

So one week, when the biblical text upon which I was preaching
mentioned gossip and slander, her face immediately popped into
my mind. As I stepped into the pulpit the following Sunday, I
lambasted the loveless tongue that delights in the destruction of
people’s lives. Yep, I let ‘em have it. And though I purposefully
never even glanced in the direction of the pew where she sat, my
every word was aimed at her gossip-loving heart.

As the service concluded, and the worshippers filed out, pausing
to exchange greetings with me, she stopped in front of me,
grasped my hand, and said, Pastor, that was an excellent ser-
mon.” And then leaning closer, eyes darting left then right, she
whispered, ”Lord knows there are some people in this church
who really needed to hear that!”

Of all the responses to my sermons over the years—positive and
negative—that one has remained not only the most memorable,
but the most instructive. She against whom I preached, in her un-
expected response actually “preached” to me three truths I have
never forgotten.

First, in a sermon that is meant to be for the edification of the
entire congregation, to single out a parishioner to “preach
against” is an abuse of the pulpit and, fundamentally, an act of
cowardice. If a pastor has an issue with a parishioner, or for that
matter, if any Christian has an issue with a brother or sister in
Christ, he should speak face-to-face with that person, and attempt
to resolve the problem privately. The pulpit is no place for per-
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https://birdchadlouis.wordpress.com/2013/06/10/i-sure-hope-shes-listening-to-this-sermon/
https://birdchadlouis.wordpress.com/
https://birdchadlouis.wordpress.com/
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Liturgical Schedule

Sunday
November 2
8:15am Matins
9:00am Hours
9:30am
Divine Liturgy

21st Sunday after Pentecost. Tone 4

Martyrs Acindynus, Pegasius, Aphthonius,
Elpidephorus, and Anempodistus of Persia
(341). Ven. Marcian of Cyrrhus (388). Mat-
ins Gospel (10): Jn. 21:1-14; Gal. 2:16-20
Lk. 8:5-15;

Sunday
November 9
8:15am Matins
9:00am Hours

22nd Sunday after Pentecost. Tone 5
Martyrs Onesiphorus and Porphyrius of
Ephesus (284). Ven. Matrona, abbess, of
Constantinople (492). Ven. Theoctiste of the
isle of Lesbos (881). Martyr Alexander of
Thessalonica (305). Martyr Anthony of
Apamea (5th c.). Ven. John the Short of
Egypt (422). Venn. Eustolia (610) and So-

9:30am . .
- . sipatra (635) of Constantinople. Ven.
Divine Liturgy Onesiphorus the Confessor of the Kyiv
Caves (1148).
Matins Gospel (11): Jn. 21:15-
25; Gal. 6:11-180; Lk. 16:19-31
Sunday

November 16
&:15am Matins
9:00am Hours

23rd Sunday after Pentecost. Tone 6

Holy Apostle and Evangelist Matthew (60).
St. Fulvianus, prince of Ethiopia, in holy bap-
tism Matthew (1st c.). Mat-

9:30am )
- . ins Gospel (1): Mt. 28:16-20; Eph. 2:4-
Divine Liturgy 1. 1} "896.39: To Apostle: 1 Cor. 4:9-
16; Mt. 9:9-13
24th Sunday after Pentecost. Tone 7 After-
Sunday
November 23  feast of the Entry of the Most Holy Theotokos

&:45am Matins
9:30am Hours

10:00am
Divine
Liturgy

St. Amphilochius, bishop of Iconium (394). St.
Gregory, bishop of Agrigentum (680). St. Sis-
inius the confessor, bishop of Cyzicus (ca.
325). Martyr Theodore of Antioch (4th c.).
Matins (2): Mk. 16:1-8; Eph. 2:14-22;

Lk. 8:41-56;




sonal vendettas, especially since there they masquerade as “pious
exhortation.” Man up, and deal with the problem directly, or keep
your mouth shut.

Second, though a preacher be as golden-tongued as Chrysostom,
as erudite as Augustine, or as in-your-face as Luther, unless the
Lord opens the mind of the hearer to heed his message, his words
will only ricochet off a hardened heart. That doesn’t mean the
pastor throws in the towel. Preach on he must, for that is his voca-
tion, and he knows not if and when the Lord will open a chink in
that armored for the arrow to get through.

And third, every sermon should be heard (and, for that matter,
preached) as heaven’s proclamation, both of warning and com-
fort, to you. If other people’s sins come to mind when you’re
hearing the law, immediately ask yourself how you have failed to
fulfill the same commandment. Spend more time lamenting over
your own failings, and less fomenting over how others have failed
you. And hear the good news of God’s love in Christ not merely
for “the world” but for you—for you in the midst of your guilt or
grief or pain or loneliness or suicidal anguish. Wherever you are
mn the midst of this life that is so often dark with woe, know that
where Jesus is preached, he is preached for you.

My parishioner was exactly right the day she whispered, ”Lord
knows there are some people in this church who really needed to
hear that!” Indeed, there were. First of all, I did. Secondly, she
did, along with all the other worshipers who gathered there in the
Lord’s house, to hear the Word of God spoken to them all.

Sr. UOL Basket Raffle

Sr. UOL chapter will have basket raffle at the Par-
ish Thanksgiving Dinner on November 16, 2025
You can make and donate basket to this cause. Any
basket ideas will be appreciated.

For example: Picnic basket, BBQ basket, Beach basket. Kids’s
toys basket, school supplies basket.

For more info please see Yurii or Nataliia Sendeha




Sunday School Corner

Recap of Sunday School - October 26, 2025:

To pick up from our last lesson we learned that
Moses was commanded by God to return to Egypt to
lead the Israelites out of slavery. He and his elder brother Aaron
went to Pharaoh to seek their freedom. Pharaoh wanted proof that
they were sent by God. He was given proof when Aaron turned Mo-
ses’s staff into a snake. Pharaoh believed this to be a trick his own
palace magicians could do. When it was proved otherwise, he be-
came angry refusing to free the slaves. He became crueler in his
treatment of them. This did not please God and through Moses and
Aaron sent the plagues to punish Egypt.

After each plague Moses and Aaron asked Pharaoh to let the Israel-
ites leave Egypt and warned him that there would be dire conse-
quences for disobeying God. And each time Pharaoh would agree,
then hardened his heart and go back on his word. Even when his
own magicians told him to listen to Moses, saying what was happen-
ing was not due to magic but was God’s doing, Pharaoh remained
stubborn and refused to listen. The Israelites were spared from the 10
plagues sent down upon the Egyptians. The punishment not only af-
fected the Egyptians but their livestock, pasture and farm fields as
well. It began when all their sources of water from the Nile River,
wells, to the basins in their homes turned to blood. Over the course
of the next few weeks came an invasion of frogs, lice, flies, a fatal
disease that made their animals sick and die, painful boils, hail, lo-
custs, followed by three days of absolute darkness so deep that no
light was able to penetrate it. It was the final 10th plague, the death
of the firstborn of all Egyptians, slave or animal which finally led
Pharaoh to let the Israelites with their flocks and herds go. Pharaoh’s
firstborn child was among the dead.

What do the plagues teach us? 1) GOD’S POWER: They show us
that God is more powerful than any earthly ruler; 2) OBEDIENCE:
The story emphasizes the importance of listening to God and obeying
His commands and; 3) COMPASSION: It teaches us about compas-
sion for those who are suffering.

Our combined class ended with an object lesson. The children filled
bags with specific candy & treats that represented the 10 plagues—
thus tying into the upcoming commercial holiday of Halloween. We
appreciate Mike Supilowski helping with this part of the lesson.

As always, it is a treat for us to teach your children!

~Ms. Debbie, Ms. Faith, Ms. Karen & Ms. Pat
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Seven Day Vigil Candles : }

e For the health of Lorraine Ehlert on her birthday by l l
her daughter Jane

o For the health of Patti Faye by John Batura

o For the health and God’s blessings of Donna & Jim
Nevels by PM Olenka

e In memory of my parents Pavlo & Polina. Memory Eter- ll
nal Heavenly Kingdom by Halyna Kashpar

e In memory of Dominic Saunders May His memory be Eter-
nal by Janet Milton

e Inloving memory of my brother, Mark Kuzemka, on what
would’ve been his 64th birthday. ~Karen Larson

e In memory of my Godparents, Vera Dychkewich & Mitch
Kuzemka. ~Karen Larson

DCEFS Gift Drive — Christmas Gifts for Foster Children

If you would like to participate in this year’s Foster children gift
drive. You can purchase one or two or three of the possible gifts.
You don’t have to buy all of the gifts.

You have a chance to make a child’s dream come true this Christ-
mas. Gifts due unwrapped on or before Sunday November 23.
PM Olenka.

Seraphim Group

Seraphim Group meeting will take place

On Thursday Nov 6 at 11:00am at the Church Hall.
Come and join us to socialize and have fun.

Fro more info please turn to Debbie Pierog
708-710-6009

50/50 Club

The winner for the month of October was Carol Redmerski.
Next drawing will take place on Sunday December 7, 2025
We encourage to buy tickets for the whole year for a discounted
price of $65.00. If you would like to buy for one or several
months the ticket is $6.00 for a month. You can win $250.00.

All of the proceeds go to College Scholarship Fund of our parish.
Support children of our parish family.

For more info please see Ivan Bléyndzia & Vitalii Kulyk
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Prayer Corner for the Month of November T

We ask all of you to remember in your prayers

the following individuals, who are in need of

God's healing and grace: Lidia, Nina Gregosanc & fami-
ly, Larry Pierog, Mark, Judy Broud, Joshua Mark, Mary
Wisniowski, Mary Pirtle, Nathan, Allie Branch, Mike Moran,
Christopher Flavin, Bob Lewandowski, Michael Melnyk, Andy,
Bohdan, Ralph Palm, David, Irine, Zoriana, Lev, Alla
Grzymski, Kathy Grzymski, Nicole, John & Patti, Barbara Pat-
ronik, Barbara Bruce, Chloe McKinney, Yuriy Zmysly, Dorothy
Seliga, Halyna & Wolodymer Kashpar, Mykola, Priest Vasyl
Dovhan, Tina & Frankie, Alexander, Anatoli & Pamela, Janet,
Sam and Natalia.

Pray for soldiers in Ukraine: Maksym, Yaroslav, Pavlo, Slav-
ko, Mikola, Victor, Taras, Yuriy, Stepan, Mykola, medic Stella,
Oleg, Yuriy, Dmitro, Bohdan, Roman, Mykola, Kostia, Vitaliy,
missing in action Volodimer, Mykola.

Pray for Our expecting mother:
Natalia, Pavai, Tetiana, Krystyna
New moms Myroslava, Nataliia, Maria, Michelle and Evhenia.

Sisterhood of St. Anne

Sisterhood of St. Anne kitchen work schedule:
Monday Nov 17 at 9:00am

Tuesday Nov 18 at 6:00pm

Sunday Nov 30 peel potatoes

Monday Dec 1 at 9:00am

Tuesday Dec. 2 at 6:00pm

Monday Dec 8 at 9:00am

Tuesday Dec. 9 at 6:00pm

Sunday Dec. 14 make cheese balls

Monday Dec. 15 at 9:00am

Memorial Service

December 7— In memory of all of those who
have stepped into eternity in the month of Novem-

ber.
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Coffee Hour Schedule gﬂ'

|
We are back to sponsored coffee hours !
You can sponsor coffee hour monetarily by donating $50.00 to '
cover the cost of one coffee hour. '
If you would like to volunteer, please sign up the schedule is on 1
the door of the church hall kitchen. \
November 2—Larson & Pierog Families X
November 9— Nataliia & Yurii Sendeha !
|
|
I
|
|

November 16 — Parish Family Thanksgiving Dinner
November 23 — Ronsen & Neswick Families
November 30 — Gordan Family

December 7— open, volunteers needed

December 14— open, volunteers needed
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Thanksgiving Dinner

Parish Family Thanksgiving Dinner
Sunday November 16, 2025 at Noon.
Donation Adults—$25.00

8.% Children — Free

L %« Sponsored by Sisterhood of St. Anne

ESL

Free ESL Classes/Knacu Aneniiicoxoi moeu

ESL classes every Wednesday evening, in the Church Hall.
Adults wishing to improve their English are welcome

to join us at 6:30 p.m. If you have any questions, please

see Pat Wolsko or Athena Gordan.

be3komroBHi 3ansaTTs KJIACH ESL Koxnoi Cepenu

0 6:30 Beyopa B IIEpKOBHIH 3aji. 3alPOIIYEMO YCiX, XTO XO4Ye
BHUBYHUTH MOBY, XTO XO04€ CTaTH OUIbII BIPAaBHUM B PO3MOBI,
YUTaHHI Ta HAIMCaHH aHTJiicbkoi MOBU. Peectpartiiini popmu
3HaXOAThCS Ha CTOJII PU BXOJI y IIepKBi. SIKII0 y Bac € Oy/Ib-sKi
3alUTaHHs, 3BEPHITHCS 10

ITetr Boacko, o. Bacus a6o [IM OneHkw.



