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From the Hierarchs

ARCHPASTORAL IETTER
of the Council of Bishops of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA
on the National Day of Thanksgiving

APXITACTUPCBKE TTOCJ/IAHHY
Cobopy €nunckonie Ykpaincekol
IMpasocaasnoi Llepksn CLLUA
) 3 Haroan Hauionaasroro [us Moaski 208

Beloved in Christ, clergy, monastics, and
faithful of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
of the USA,

Christ is among us! He is and ever shall
be!

Every year, on the fourth Thursday of No-
vember, the citizens of the United States
of America pause from their labor and
gather around a common table

for Thanksgiving Day, a civil holiday
rooted in the earliest history of this nation.
In the autumn of 1621, after a long and
perilous journey across the ocean, the Pil-
grims celebrated a meal of gratitude to-
gether with the local Indigenous people
who compassionately assisted them in sur-




viving their first harsh winter. They shared food - the most basic
nourishment of life - and in doing so, they shared hope.

From that moment on, generations of Americans have linked this
day with the themes of gratitude, hospitality, compassion, and
unity.

In our Orthodox Christian understanding, gratitude is not merely
an emotion or a polite gesture - it is a spiritual act. The Greek
word Eucharist means thanksgiving. Every Divine Liturgy is an
offering of thanksgiving to God, the Giver of every blessing.
“Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His mercy endures for-
ever.” - Psalm 118:1

True gratitude is rooted not in abundance, but in the recognition
that everything we possess is a gift from God. Even in times of
uncertainty, trials, or suffering, thanksgiving opens our hearts to
see grace at work.

This year, as we observe Thanksgiving, we cannot ignore the
reality that many families are struggling. Economic instability,
political tension, and social divisions weigh heavily upon the
daily lives of countless people. For many in America, the rising
cost of food forces difficult choices between nourishment and
other basic necessities.

Food is not only a physical need - it is a symbol of life itself.
When we break bread with others, we acknowledge the image of
God in them. Our Lord taught us: “I was hungry and you gave
Me food... whatever you did for the least of these, My brothers
and sisters, you did unto Me.” - Matthew 25:35, 40. Thus, to
share our food is to participate in the work of God.

As people of Ukrainian descent living in America, while we em-
brace this national celebration of gratitude, our conscience and
our history compel us to remember another reality.

Ninety-two years ago, in 1932-1933, the government of Soviet
Russia carried out a genocide against the Ukrainian people
through the cruel weapon of forced starvation - the Holodomor.
Up to 10 million innocent men, women, and children died be-
cause grain was seized, villages were blockaded, and people
were deliberately deprived of food - the very nourishment of life.
On Thanksgiving Day, when Americans gather around tables
filled with abundance, we are called to remember the millions of
our ancestors in Ukraine whose tables were left empty by evil.
Two extremes stand before us:

Thanksgiving - celebrating nourishment, gratitude, and shared
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Liturgical Schedule

Sunday
November 23
8:45am Matins
9:30am Hours

24th Sunday after Pentecost. Tone 7 After-
feast of the Entry of the Most Holy Theotokos
St. Amphilochius, bishop of Iconium (394). St.
Gregory, bishop of Agrigentum (680). St. Sis-

10:00am inius the confessor, bishop of Cyzicus (ca.
Divine 325). Martyr Theodore of Antioch (4th c.).
— Matins (2): Mk. 16:1-8; Eph. 2:14-22;
Liturgy [y g.41-56;
Sunday 25th Sunday after Pentecost. Tone 8 Holy
November 30  and All-praised Apostle Andrew the First-

8:15am Matins
9:00am Hours

called (62). St. Frumentius, archbishop of
Abyssinia (380). Matins Gospel (3): Mk. 16:9

9:30am -20; Eph. 4:1-6; Lk. 10:25 37;
Divine Liturgy To Apostle: 1 Cor. 4:9-16; Jn. 1:35-51;
Saturday

December 6

Vespers & Confessions at 5:00pm

Sunday
December 7
8:15am Matins
9:00am Hours
9:30am
Divine Liturgy

26th Sunday after Pentecost. Tone 1

St. Ambrose, bishop of Milan (397). Martyr
Athenodorus of Mesopotamia (304).Ven. Paul
the Obedient.Ven. John, faster of the Kyiv
Caves (12th c¢.).Matins (4): Lk. 24:1-12;

Eph. 5:8-19; Lk. 12:16-21

Saturday
December 12

No vespers

Sunday
December 14
8:15am Matins
9:00am Hours

9:30am

Divine Liturgy

27th Sunday after Pente-

cost, of the Holy Forefathers. Tone 2
Martyrs Thyrsus, Leucius, and Callinicus
(250). Martyrs Apollonius, Philemon, Aria-
nus, and Theoctychus of Alexandria (286-
287). Matins Gospel (5): Lk. 24:12-35;
Col. 3:4-11; Lk. 14:16-24;
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compassion.

Holodomor - famine imposed through hatred, greed, and dehu-
manization.

May the contrast awaken us. May it stir us to compassion,

to action, and to the defense of human dignity everywhere food is
used as a weapon.

As Orthodox Christians, we are called to be caretakers of: God’s
Creation - for the earth produces our nourishment. Each Other -
for no person should face hunger alone. Truth in History - for si-
lence allows evil to repeat itself.

Let our Thanksgiving table become a place of prayer and remem-
brance, a place where gratitude leads to action: feeding the vul-
nerable, supporting the poor, and defending life in every form.
May every parish this year organize or support a charitable effort:
Food drives; Meals for the homeless; Assistance to families in
crisis; Continued Humanitarian Aid to Ukraine and to the local
Food banks, as we are inspired to do so by the Ukrainian Ortho-
dox League’s Holodomor initiative.

By doing so, we join the first Americans who shared what they
had with strangers - and we honor the memory of our ancestors
who were denied the bread necessary to live.

With gratitude for each of you, and with prayer that your homes
may be filled with peace, love, and holy joy, we extend our arch-
pastoral blessing.

May your Thanksgiving Day be a feast not only of food, but of
compassion. Not only of celebration, but of remembrance. Not
only of gratitude, but of love.

With archpastoral blessings,

Metropolitan Antony
Archbishop Daniel

Sr. UOL

Thank you very much to all of those who have do-
nated towards the Our Basket Raffle at the Parish
Thanksgiving Dinner.

Thank you to all of those who participated at the
raffle.

President, Yurii Sendeha




Sunday School Corner

SCHOOLSUNDAY RECAP FOR Nov. 9:

We wrapped up our Old Testament unit of the
Exodus with a brief review of Moses, the
plagues, and the 10 Commandments. The children finished
their time navigating their way through a Moses maze puzzle.

Here are a few interesting fun facts about the name “Moses™.

1) The meaning of the name comes from the Egyptian definition
of to “pull out/draw out of water”. The infant Moses was given
the name by the pharaoh’s daughter after she rescued the baby
from the Nile River.

2) In Hebrew it has a similar pronunciation, but is spelled
“Moshe”.

3) Throughout Europe and the Middle East can be found varia-
tions of the name Moses: Mozes, Moss, Maurice, Morris, Mau-
ricio, Moss, Moussa and Mustafa to name but a few.

Wishing you abundant blessings,
Patricia (Pat), Deborah (Debbie), Faith-my-joy (Faith) and
Kathryn (Karen)

Seraphim Group

SERAPHIM OUTING: Wednesday, December 3rd 12:00-
4:00

Christmas Luncheon and Entertainment

Gaelic Park 6119 W. 147th St. Oak Forest

$20.00 per person (Salad, entree, coffee, dessert;

cash bar)

PLEASE RSVP to Debbie by Nov. 23rd

(708-710-6009) Text, call or see me at Church

Debbie

Sunday’s Second Collection

Sunday’s Second Special Collection is dedicated each month to a
different cause.

Month of November is dedicated to OCMC (Orthodox Christian
Mission Center). Month of December is dedicated for Christmas
Gifts for Seminarians.



Seven Day Vigil Candles

» For the health and quick recovery of Richard l l
Kimak by PM Olenka

o For the health and God’s blessing of Richard Kimak by

Gbur & Lang Families

o For the health of our granddaughter Daria on her 6th I
Birthday by Ludmila Piskoun

o For the health and God’s blessings for Mike Supilowski ll
by Gbur & Lang Fmailies

e  For the health of Patti Faye & Nancy by John Batura

e In memory of my Father Nikolai by Ludmila Piskoun

e In memory of my Grandfather Andrei by Ludmila Piskoun

e In memory of my parents Pavlo & Polina. Memory Eternal
Heavenly Kingdom by Halyna Kashpar

Sisterhood of St. Anne

Sisterhood of St. Anne meeting is this Sunday
November 23 after Coffee Hour

Work schedule:

Sunday Nov 30 peel potatoes

Monday Dec 1 at 9:00am

Tuesday Dec. 2 at 6:00pm

Monday Dec 8 at 9:00am

Tuesday Dec. 9 at 6:00pm

Sunday Dec. 14 make cheese balls

Monday Dec. 15 at 9:00am

Tuesday Dec. 16 at 9:00am

Wednesday Dec. 17 at 9:00am

Thursday Dec. 18 sale 11:00am—3:00pm

50/50 Club

The winner for the month of October was Carol Redmerski.
Next drawing will take place on Sunday December 8, 2025
We encourage to buy tickets for the whole year for a discounted
price of $65.00. If you would like to buy for one or several
months the ticket is $6.00 for a month. You can win $250.00.

All of the proceeds go to College Scholarship Fund of our parish.
Support children of our parish family.

For more info please see Ivan Bryndzia & Vitalii Kulyk
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Prayer Corner for the Month of November T

We ask all of you to remember in your prayers

the following individuals, who are in need of

God's healing and grace: Lidia, Nina Gregosanc & fami-
ly, Larry Pierog, Mark, Judy Broud, Joshua Mark, Mary
Wisniowski, Mary Pirtle, Nathan, Allie Branch, Mike Moran,
Christopher Flavin, Bob Lewandowski, Michael Melnyk, Andy,
Bohdan, Ralph Palm, David, Irine, Zoriana, Lev, Alla
Grzymski, Kathy Grzymski, Nicole, John & Patti, Barbara Pat-
ronik, Barbara Bruce, Chloe McKinney, Yuriy Zmysly, Dorothy
Seliga, Halyna & Wolodymer Kashpar, Mykola, Priest Vasyl
Dovhan, Tina & Frankie, Alexander, Anatoli & Pamela, Janet,
Sam and Natalia.

Pray for soldiers in Ukraine: Maksym, Yaroslav, Pavlo, Slav-
ko, Mikola, Victor, Taras, Yuriy, Stepan, Mykola, medic Stella,
Oleg, Yuriy, Dmitro, Bohdan, Roman, Mykola, Kostia, Vitaliy,
missing in action Volodimer, Mykola.

Pray for Our expecting mother:
Natalia, Pavai, Tetiana, Krystyna
New moms Myroslava, Nataliia, Maria, Michelle and Evhenia.

DCEFS Gift Drive — Christmas Gifts for Foster Children

If you have received a gift request form of this year’s Foster chil-
dren gift drive. You can purchase one or two or three of the possi-
ble gifts. You don’t have to buy all of the gifts.

You have a chance to make a child’s dream come true this Christ-
mas. Gifts due unwrapped on or before Sunday November 23.

Memorial Service

December 7— In memory of all of those who
have stepped into eternity in the month of Novem-
ber.




Coffee Hour Schedule g‘k

We are back to sponsored coffee hours !
You can sponsor coffee hour monetarily by donating $50.00 to
cover the cost of one coffee hour. :
If you would like to volunteer, please sign up the schedule is on
the door of the church hall kitchen. |
November 23 — Ronsen & Neswick Families !
November 30 — Gordan Family !
|
I
|
|

December 7 — open, volunteers needed
December 14 — Tina & Ray Fischer

December 21 — Jr. UOL Pancake Flip
December 24 — Holy Supper Potluck at 5:30pm
December 28 — Nativity Dinner
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Nativity Schedule

Wednesday December 24 Eve of the Nativity Joined potluck sup-
per at 5:30pm Vigil at 7:00pm

Thursday December 25 Nativity of Jesus Christ

Divine Liturgy at 9:30am

Friday December 26

Feast of Theotokos Divine Liturgy at 9:30am

Sunday December 28 Divine Liturgy at 9:30am followed by
Festal Nativity Dinner at Noon

Free ESL Classes/Knacu Aneniiicoxoi moeu ‘%

ESL classes every Wednesday evening, in the Church Hall.
Adults wishing to improve their English are welcome

to join us at 5:30 p.m. If you have any questions, please

see Pat Wolsko or Athena Gordan.

be3komroBHi 3ansaTTs KJIACH ESL Koxnoi Cepenu

0 5:30 Beyopa B LIEpKOBHIH 3aJ1i. 3aPOIIYEMO YCiX, XTO X04Ye
BHUBYHUTH MOBY, XTO XO4€ CTaTH OUIbII BIPAaBHUM B PO3MOBI,
YUTaHHI Ta HAIMCaHHs aHTJiicbkoi MOBU. Peectpartiiini popmu
3HaxXOJAThCS Ha CTOJII PU BXOJI y IIepKBi. SIKII0 y Bac € Oy/Ib-sKi
3alUTaHHs, 3BEPHITHCS 10

ITetr Boacko, 0. Bacuis a6o [IM Onenku.



