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Reflection

Reﬂectlon on Matthew 22 1 14

The king
gave a
marriage
feast for
his son.
This re-
quires
no par-
ticular
explana-
tion; it is
normal for a father to give a marriage
feast for his son (the modern American
custom of the bride’s family giving the
wedding reception is relatively recent).
But, when the guests were notified to
come, they did not. Even today this would
be a shocking insult; no polite person ac-
cepts a dinner invitation, even for a less
formal occasion than a married feast, and
then refuses to attend. And no prudent
person would insult the king, of all peo-
ple, so outrageously.

The king gave the guests a second chance,




and sent more servants to tell the guests all the preparations he
had made for wonderful feast. Some of the guests offered frivo-
lous excuses; others actually killed the king’s servants! Verse
seven does not surprise us: the king responded, since his patience
was exhausted, by sending in the army to kill the offenders and
burn their city — “scorched earth”, as you might say.

This, however, has only set the stage for the interesting part of
the parable. There is still the marriage feast, awaiting partici-
pants. So, the king sends more servants to go out in the streets
and invite everyone whom they could find, “both bad and good,”
and fill the wedding hall with guests.

In these words we may find some hope for ourselves. The king
did not make moralistic requirements for this second round of
invitation; everybody was welcome! In the same way, even you
and I are welcome to the Marriage Feast of the Lamb of God, to
the Kingdom of Heaven. We cannot “earn” the invitation, and
we certainly cannot claim to be “worthy” of the invitation; that is
part of the lesson which Our Lord is offering us in this parable.
The invitation is God’s free gift of grace; we are welcome. God
loves us and welcomes us, even though we may not be doing so
well at loving God, and welcoming God into our own lives.

Then, however, there is this affair of the guest who was not
wearing a wedding garment. On first hearing these verses, we
can be excused for thinking that either this is ridiculous — the
king had just sent his servants to drag in anybody from the
streets to come to the marriage feast, so how could he possibly
have expected these people to have put on their formal clothes
such as we would wear to attend an elaborate wedding recep-
tion?

The king could expect the guests, even the last-minute guests, to
be properly dressed because at that time and in that culture, it
was the duty of the king to provide suitable clothes for each of
his guests (being a king was an expensive business). And he cer-
tainly had these clothes ready for his guests, because he would
have prepared them for the original batch of guests, who never
showed up.

As each guest was brought into the palace for the marriage feasts
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Liturgical Schedule

Sunday
December 14
8:15am Matins
9:00am Hours

27th Sunday after Pentecost, of the Ho-

ly Forefathers. Tone 2 Martyrs Thyrsus,
Leucius, and Callinicus (250). Martyrs Apol-
lonius, Philemon, Arianus, and Theoctychus
of Alexandria (286-287). Mat-

9:30am .
- . ins Gospel (5): Lk. 24:12-35; Col. 3:4-
Divine Liturgy 1. 711 "14.16.24.
DScaetllrllll‘)(iiyZO Vespers & Confessions at 5:00pm
28 Sunday after Pentecost, be-
Sunday fore Nativity, of the Holy Fathers. Tone 3
December 21  Virgin-martyr Juliana of Nicomedia, and with

8:15am Matins
9:00am Hours
9:30am
Divine Liturgy

her 500 men and 130 women (304). Martyr
Theomistocles of Myra in Lycia (251). Mat-
ins Gospel (6): Lk. 24:36-53istpi; Sun-

day before Nativity: Heb. 11:9-10, 17-23, 32-
40; Mt. 1:1-25

Wednesday
December 24

Nativity Eve Holy Supper at 5:30pm fol-
lowed by Eve of the Nativity at 7:00pm

Thursday
December 25
8:15am Matins
9:00am Hours

THE NATIVITY ACCORDING TO THE
FLESH OF OUR LORD, GOD AND
SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST. From De-
cember 25th till January 5th is a Fast-free
period The Adoration of the Magi: Melchi-

9:30am or, Caspar, and Balthasar. Matins: Mt. 1:18-
Divine Liturgy 25; Gal 4:4-7; Mt. 2:1-12; Litur-
gy of St. John Chrysostom.
Dei{:}%ﬁ" 26 Afterfeast of the Nativity of Christ. Syn-
9:30am axis of the Theotokos. Hieromartyr Euthym—
Divi;le Litur- US: bishop of Sardis (840). St. Constantine,
gy monk, of Synnada (9th c.). St. Evaristus

Lk. 21:37 - 22:8;
Mt. 2:13-23;

(825). Heb. 7:18-25;
To Theotokos: Heb. 2:11-18;




the servants would usher the guest into an anteroom and offer the
guest the special wedding garments. These would then be given
to the guest; he would be permitted to wear them during the cere-
mony and the banquet and then to keep them as a memento of the
wedding feast. It was of course a great honor to have such gar-
ments as a gift from the king.

Naturally, then, the king was disagreeably surprised to find one of
his guests not wearing these special clothes. Evidently the guest
did not think it was worth the bother to put on the garments which
the king’s servants had offered him — in other words, he wanted
to eat and drink but did not want to show any respect for his host.
(In our modern times, one is always shocked by the number of
people who cannot be bothered to attend a wedding ceremony but
turn up for the reception to eat and drink the food and wines.
They resemble this disrespectful guest in the Gospel.) So, the
king had the servants put this offending guest out.

What does this have to do with us? The invitation to the feast is
God’s free gift of His grace, His love, to us. We must in turn put
on the festive wedding garment which God offers us. That wed-
ding garment is not a piece of cloth; that wedding garment is Je-
sus Christ Himself, Whom we “put on” in Holy Baptism. To
abide in the Kingdom of God, at the marriage feast, we must live
“in Christ”, so that we may say with Saint Paul “it is no longer I
who live; it is Christ Who lives in me!”

We can enter the Kingdom of Heaven only by being clothed in
Christ; we enter the Kingdom of Heaven because Christ enters the
Kingdom of Heaven. We have received this wedding garment in
Baptism, when we were immersed in the water and plunged into
Christ’s death and emerged again into Christ’s resurrection. As a
sign of this, we received a new white garment from the hands of
the priest, but the white garment that matters is Christ Himself. It
is up to us to keep ourselves clothed in Christ, so that we should
not only be called, be invited, but that the King should recognize
us, that we should be chosen.

May the grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and the love of
God the Father and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all

of us! Archbishop Vsevolod



Sunday School Corner

SUNDAY SCHOOL RECAP FOR 12/7:
Advent...what is it?

Advent, or the Nativity Fast as it is called by Or-
thodox Christians, is a special time

for us to slow down and prepare our hearts to receive Christ. It
begins November 15th

and lasts for forty days. In Western Churches (for example, Ro-
man Catholics), Advent

begins four Sundays before Christmas. The term Advent means
"Coming" in Latin so

this is the coming of Jesus into the world.

How do we recognize the Nativity Fast?

First, as the name implies, it is a period of fasting. Whether giv-
ing up a favorite food or an activity the goal is work on our self-
control. It is the hope that by giving up something that, we love
or desire we will stay away from sinning. Fasting is a Spiritual
Discipline.

Second, the journey through Advent season can be measured in
time. This can be done daily by using an Advent calendar or
weekly using an Advent wreath.

Third, during the Advent season we are reminded of the im-
portance of giving to others.

Examples, such as, volunteering your time, offering to help your
neighbors shovel snow, helping a classmate with a homework
assignment, donate to a charity and simple acts of kindness.
Christmas means "Christs' Mass"

We handed out a sheet on how to build an Orthodox wreath.

The seven candles, the colors,

and what they mean are listed below:
1.

2. Blue (hope)

3

4. White (peace)

5. Purple (repentance)

6. Red (Holy Communion)

7. A specially decorated white candle

Christmas Blessings, Ms. Karen, Ms. Faith, Ms. Pat and Ms.
Debbie




Seven Day Vigil Candles : K }

e For the health and wellbeing of our college stu- l l
dents—Aimee, Alex, Antony, Bogdan, Kelsey, Mi-
chael, Nathan & Ryan

~The College Care Committee

o For the health and God’s blessings of Alla Grzymski by

Gbur & Lang families
e For the health and God’s blessings for Barbara Bruce by ll
Gbur & Lang Families
o For the health abd God’s blessings of Jean Lang by Gbur &
Lang Fmailies
o For the health of Alla Grzymski
by John & MaryJo Grzymski
o  For the health of Patti Faye & Nancy by John Batura

e In memory of my John Jaksich by John & MaryJo Grzymski
e In memory of John Jaksich by Gbur & Lang Families

Christmas Cookies

Our 12th Annual Christmas Cookie sale along with Christmas
Bazaar will take place on Thursday December 18, 11:00 am — [
3:00 pm. Our previous Christmas Cookie sales have been very [
successful thanks to our talented and generous bakers who v
baked at home and donated their creation as well as to a hard
working team, who baked at the church hall premises.

We thank you for your responsiveness, creativity and generosity and
kindly ask our bakers to make 8-10 dozen of their favorite home baked
goodies.

If you would like to make more, we will be glad if you would do so!
You can start baking them now!

Bring your Cookies from now through Thursday Dec. 18

50/50 Club

The winner for the month of October was Pat Wolsko.

Next drawing will take place on Sunday December 28, 2025
We encourage to buy tickets for the whole year for a discounted
price of $65.00. If you would like to buy for one or several
months the ticket is $6.00 for a month. You can win $250.00.

All of the proceeds go to College Scholarship Fund of our parish.
Support children of our parish family.

For more info please see Ivan Bryndzia & Vitalii Kulyk
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Prayer Corner for the Month of December T

We ask all of you to remember in your prayers

the following individuals, who are in need of

God's healing and grace: Lidia, Nina Gregosanc & fami-
ly, Larry Pierog, Mark, Judy Broud, Joshua Mark, Mary
Wisniowski, Mary Pirtle, Nathan, Allie Branch, Mike Moran,
Christopher Flavin, Bob Lewandowski, Michael Melnyk, Andy,
Bohdan, Ralph Palm, David, Irine, Zoriana, Lev, Alla
Grzymski, Kathy Grzymski, Nicole, John & Patti, Barbara Pat-
ronik, Barbara Bruce, Chloe McKinney, Yuriy Zmysly, Dorothy
Seliga, Halyna & Wolodymer Kashpar, Mykola, Priest Vasyl
Dovhan, Tina & Frankie, Alexander, Anatoli & Pamela, Janet,
Sam and Natalia.

Pray for soldiers in Ukraine: Maksym, Yaroslav, Pavlo, Slav-
ko, Mikola, Victor, Taras, Yuriy, Stepan, Mykola, medic Stella,
Oleg, Yuriy, Dmitro, Bohdan, Roman, Mykola, Kostia, Vitaliy,
missing in action Volodimer, Mykola.

Pray for Our expecting mother:
Natalia, Pavai, Tetiana, Krystyna Anna & Maria
New moms Myroslava, Nataliia, Maria, Michelle and Evhenia.

Sisterhood of St. Anne

Sisterhood of St. Anne meeting is Sunday
December 21 after Coffee Hour

Work schedule:

Sunday Dec. 14 make cheese balls

Monday Dec. 15 at 9:00am

Tuesday Dec. 16 at 9:00am & 6:00pm
Wednesday Dec. 17 at 9:00am & 6:00pm
Thursday Dec. 18 sale 11:00am—3:00pm

Memorial Service

December 28— In memory of all of those who

have stepped into eternity in the month of Decem-
ber.




Coffee Hour Schedule g‘k

. We are back to sponsored coffee hours !
. You can sponsor coffee hour monetarily by donating $50.00 to
I cover the cost of one coffee hour. :
' If you would like to volunteer, please sign up the schedule is on |
+ the door of the church hall kitchen. !
1 December 14 — Tina & Ray Fischer !
\ December 21 — Jr. UOL Pancake Flip '
| |
| :
X '
| |
| |
| |
! |

December 24 — Holy Supper Potluck at 5:30pm
December 28 — Nativity Dinner

January 4—open

January 11—open

= e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e o = =

Nativity Schedule

Wednesday December 24 Eve of the Nativity Joined potluck sup-
per at 5:30pm Vigil at 7:00pm

Thursday December 25 Nativity of Jesus Christ

Divine Liturgy at 9:30am

Friday December 26

Feast of Theotokos Divine Liturgy at 9:30am

Sunday December 28 Divine Liturgy at 9:30am followed by
Festal Nativity Dinner at Noon

Free ESL Classes/Knacu Aneniiicoxoi moeu ‘%

ESL classes every Wednesday evening, in the Church Hall.
Adults wishing to improve their English are welcome

to join us at 5:30 p.m. If you have any questions, please

see Pat Wolsko or Athena Gordan.

be3komroBHi 3ansaTTs KJIACH ESL Koxnoi Cepenu

0 5:30 Beyopa B LIEpKOBHIH 3aJ1i. 3aPOIIYEMO YCiX, XTO X04Ye
BHUBYHUTH MOBY, XTO XO4€ CTaTH OUIbII BIPAaBHUM B PO3MOBI,
YUTaHHI Ta HAIMCaHHs aHTJiicbkoi MOBU. Peectpartiiini popmu
3HaxXOJAThCS Ha CTOJII PU BXOJI y IIepKBi. SIKII0 y Bac € Oy/Ib-sKi
3alUTaHHs, 3BEPHITHCS 10

ITetr Boacko, 0. Bacuis a6o [IM Onenku.



