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Sermon for the 
Fourth Sunday 
after Pentecost 
Matthew 8:5–13 
Is it normal to be 
a Christian? Is it 
normal to be a 
follower of 
Christ? 
You may have 
mixed thoughts 
about these ques-
tions. On one 
hand, it seems 
obvious that it 

should be normal. But on the other hand, 
if we look at contemporary society, we see 
that living as a faithful Christian is often 
treated as something unusual. It is not es-
pecially popular to live according to 
Christian principles. 
I watched a television program in which 
the hosts were interviewing people on the 
street about religion. They asked whether 
they considered themselves Christians, 
what church they belonged to, and other 
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similar questions. The answers varied, as one would expect. But 
one response surprised me. 
When asked whether he considered himself a religious person, 
one man replied, "No. I'm not. I'm normal." 
Normal. He considered himself "normal," not religious. Immedi-
ately I thought to myself: I am a Christian. Does that mean I am 
abnormal? I am an Orthodox Christian—does that make me 
even less "normal"? 
In a way, that man's answer reflected an uncomfortable truth 
about our culture. Although Christians are not openly persecuted 
in many places, Christianity is often pushed to the margins of 
public life. Religious beliefs are frequently treated as something 
private that should have little influence on society. We often 
hear that, "For the sake of neutrality, we cannot be associated 
with religion." 
Many people notice that Christmas is increasingly celebrated 
without much reference to Christ Himself. "Happy Holidays" 
has become the preferred greeting in many public settings. 
Among many young people, following Christ is often consid-
ered old-fashioned or uncool. Among adults, living according to 
Christ's commandments is frequently dismissed as impractical 
or restrictive. 
Yet the Gospel calls us to resist the desires of the flesh and to 
seek holiness. Our culture often celebrates the opposite. Enter-
tainment frequently glorifies violence, vulgarity, and selfishness. 
Public figures may become famous despite lives marked by ad-
diction or scandal, and such behavior is often excused or even 
admired. Meanwhile, the virtues Christ teaches—humility, puri-
ty, self-control, forgiveness, and love—rarely receive the same 
attention. 
This is the environment in which our children are growing up. 
They are constantly exposed to messages about what society 
considers successful, desirable, and "normal." 
When violence becomes so common that it barely shocks us an-
ymore, something is deeply wrong. We rightly seek better edu-
cation, stronger communities, and safer neighborhoods. But last-
ing renewal also requires moral renewal. We need principles that 
teach respect for life, responsibility, self-sacrifice, and love of 
neighbor. These are not merely human ideals—they are Chris-
tian virtues. 
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Liturgical Schedule  

Saturday 
July 11    6:00pm 

Vespers  

Sunday 
July 5 

8:15am Matins 
9:00am Hours 

9:30am 
Divine Liturgy 

 
 

5th Sunday after Pentecost.   Tone 4  
Ven. Athanasius of Mt. Athos (1000). Mar-
tyr Anna at Rome (304). Martyr Cyrilla of 
Cyrene in Libya, a widow . Ven. Lampadus, 
monk, of Hirenopolis (10th c.). Mat-
ins  (5): Lk. 24:12-35; Rom. 10:1-
10;   Mt. 8:28–9:1 

Sunday 
July 19 

8:45am Matins 
9:30am Hours 

10:00AM 
Divine Liturgy 

7th Sunday after Pentecost.   Tone 6 
Commemoration of the Holy Fathers of the 
First Six Councils (movable holiday on 
Sunday closest to July 16). Ven. Macrina, 
sister of St. Basil the Great (380). Ven. Di-
us, abbot, of Antioch (430). Ven. Paisius of 
the Kyiv Caves (14th c Matins  (7): In. 20:1
-10; Rom. 15:1-7;    Mt. 9:27-35; Ho-
ly Fathers -       Heb. 13:7-16; Jn. 17:1-13; 

Sunday 
July 12 

8:15am Matins 
9:00am Hours 

9:30am 
Divine Liturgy 

6th Sunday after Pentecost.   Tone 5  
Martyrs Proclus and Hilary of Ancyra (2nd 
c.). Ven. Michael, monk, of Maleinus (962). 
Martyr Golinduc, in holy baptism Mary, of 
Persia (591). Martyrs Theodore and his son 
John of Kyiv (983Matins  (6): Lk. 24:36-53; 
Rom. 12:6-14; Mt. 9:1-8; 

Sunday 
June 28 

8:15am Matins 
9:00am Hours 

9:30am 
Divine Liturgy 

 
 

4th Sunday after Pentecost.   Tone 3  
Parish Feast Day of Sts. Peter and Paul-
Translation of the relics (412) of the Holy 
and Wonderworking Unmercenaries Cyrus 
and John (311). Ven. Xenophon, abbot of 
Robeika. Ven. Paul the Physician of Corinth 
(7th c.). Matins  (4): Lk.  24:1-12; 
Rom. 6:18-23; Mt. 8:5-13 

Saturday 
July 18     6:00pm 

Vespers  
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Believing in Christ may not seem "normal" by the standards of 
today's world, but it is life-giving for those who believe. God 
works through faith. Christ teaches nothing that harms us. Ra-
ther, He leads us to eternal life. As He says: 
"Whoever follows Me will not walk in darkness, but will have 
the light of life." (John 8:12) 
In today's Gospel, St. Matthew tells us about an extraordinary 
act of faith. A Roman centurion—a Gentile and an officer of the 
occupying army—comes to Jesus seeking help for his servant. It 
would have been unusual, even humiliating by worldly stand-
ards, for a man of his position to approach a Jewish teacher in 
this way. 
Yet the centurion does exactly that. He recognizes Jesus' author-
ity and trusts completely in His power to heal. His humility and 
faith astonish the Lord. 
Jesus says: 
"Truly, I tell you, with no one in Israel have I found such faith." 
And because of that faith, "his servant was healed at that very 
hour." 
The centurion did not worry about what others might think. He 
cared more about the truth than about appearances. He believed, 
and he was blessed. 
Brothers and sisters, if living faithfully as Christians seems unu-
sual in our culture, then let us not be afraid to be different. Let 
us be those "abnormal" people who come to church each Sun-
day to worship God, who pray daily, who forgive those who 
wrong us, who care for the poor, who raise our children in the 
faith, and who strive to follow Christ in every part of life. 
By doing so, we not only strengthen our own souls but also be-
come a light for others. Our example may encourage someone 
else to seek Christ. 
As our Lord promises in today's Gospel: 
"Many will come from east and west and recline at table with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven." 
May we be among them through faith, humility, and persever-
ance in Christ. 
 
Amen. 
 
Fr. Vasyl 
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We are excited to announce that this year’s UOL Convention will 
take place here in Palos Park.  July 29th through August 2, 
2026 
If you would like to participate or volunteer, please see Faith 
Neswick, PM Olenka or Yurii Sendeha. 
We will host hospitality night at Elements by the Odyssey in 
Orlnad Park on Wednesday night July 29th. Also, our chapter 
will host Ukrainian Night with great food and fashion show on 
Friday July 31 at our Church hall. On Sunday August 2 after the 
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy we will host brunch for everyone pre-
sent. Volunteers welcome. Yurii Sendeha 

UOL Convention 

The winner for the month of May were Sendeha Children. 
 
Next  drawing will take place  on Sunday June 28,  2026 
We encourage to buy tickets for the whole year for a discounted 
price of $65.00. If you would like to buy for one or several 
months the ticket is $6.00 for a month. You can win $250.00. 
All of the proceeds go to College Scholarship Fund of our parish. 
Support children of our parish family.  
For more info please see Ivan Bryndzia & Vitalii Kulyk 

50/50 Club 

We always happy to see volunteers in the church hall’s kitchen. 
If you can give us an hour or two we will greatly appreciate that. 
 
 
Work Schedule: 
Monday June 29 — Prep for Stuffed cabbage 
Tuesday June 30  5:30pm make SC. 
Wednesday July 1  8:30am—pack stuffed cab-
bage 
Thursday July 2 Perogie  Sale 11:00am-3:00pm 

Sisterhood of St. Anne 
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For the health and God’s healing of Barbara Bruce by  
     Alvine & Tom Gbur 
 
For the health and God’s blessings  
  for Anatoli & Pamela Omelian by Fr. Vasyl 
For the health and God’s blessings of Patti Faye by John Batura 
For the health of Jake by John Batura 
For the continued health and well being of Ted Larson on the 
occasion of his birthday. May God grant you many more 
blessed years- by Karen, Nicole   & Nate Larson 

———————————————————— 
• In memory of my Father Nikolai by Ludmila Piskoun 
• In memory of my father-in-law Mark by Ludmila Piskoun 

• In loving memory of the men who came before me. Father, 
Theodore and Grandfathers Elmer & John- by Ted Larson 

Memory eternal for my father Stephen, brother Mark, Grandfa-
thers Wasyl & Raymond & Godfather Michael- by Karen Lar-
son 

Sunday’s Second Special Collection is dedicated each month to a 
different cause.  
Month of June is dedicated to Jr. UOL. 

Sunday’s Second Collection 

Words of Gratitude 

Seven Day Vigil Candles 

 
I am truly grateful to our parish for awarding me this scholarship 
and investing in my education. Your generosity will help make 
my college journey more affordable and inspires me to work hard 
and give back to my community in the future. Thank you for your 
kindness, support, and belief in me. 
 

Mykola Bryndzia 
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We ask all of you to remember in your prayers 
the following individuals, who are in need of 
God's healing and grace:  
Anne, Marcia, Carolyn, Judy, Donna, Danylo Drapala, Nina 
Gregosanc & family, Larry Pierog, Mark, Judy Broud, Mary 
Wisniowski,  Mary Pirtle, Bob Lewandowski, Andy, Bohdan, 
Ralph Palm, David, Irine, Zoriana, Lev, Alla Grzymski, Nicole, 
John & Patti, Barbara Patronik, Barbara Bruce, Chloe McKin-
ney, Yuriy Zmysly, Dorothy Seliga, Halyna & Wolodymer 
Kashpar, Mykola, Priest Vasyl Dovhan, Tina & Frankie, Alex-
ander, Anatoli & Pamela, Janet, Sam and Rocky, Natalia, Nata-
lia. 
 
Pray for soldiers in Ukraine: Petro Drapala, Yaroslav, Pavlo, 
Slavko, Mikola, Victor, Taras, Yuriy, Stepan, Mykola, medic 
Stella, Oleg, Yuriy, Dmitro, Bohdan, Roman, Mykola, Kostia, 
missing in action Vitaliy. 
 
Pray for Our expecting mothers:  
Maria, Marta and Olha 
 
New moms: Viktoria, Bozhena, Tetiana, Natalia, Anna, 
Krystyna, Pavai, Myroslava, Nataliia, Maria, Michelle. 
 
 If there is anyone who is in need of prayers, and you want to 
add them to the prayer corner, please notify Fr. Vasyl 
If you would like me to visit with the Sacraments of the Holy 
Confession and  Eucharist,  please call the rectory. 
 to set up an appointment.  I will gladly visit everyone. 
 Fr. Vasyl 

Prayer Corner for the Month of June 

Memorial Service  

June 28 — In memory of all of those who have stepped into eter-
nity in the month of June. 
In memory of the founders of our parish family 
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Mark your calendars  

July 29-August 2, 2026 — UOL Convention  

Friday July 31—Dinner & Fashion Show 6:00pm 

Saturday August 1—Great UOL Banquet at 

Sunday August 30 — Annual Parish Festival 

Sunday September 13— Pork & Chicken Roast Dinner 

Free ESL Classes/Класи Англiйськoï мoви 

ESL classes every Wednesday evening, in the Church 
Hall. Adults  wishing to improve their English are wel-
come to join us at 5:30 p.m.   If you have any questions, please 
see Pat Wolsko or Athena Gordan.  
 
Безкoштoвнi заняття КЛАСИ ESL Кoжнoï Середи 
 o 5:30 вечoра в церковній залі. Запрoшуємо усіх, хто  хoче 
вивчити мoву, хтo хoче стати більш вправним в розмові, 
читанні та написання англійської мови.  Реєстраційні форми 
знаходяться на стoлi при вхoдi у церквi. Якщо у вас є будь-які 
запитання, зверніться до  
Пет Волско, о. Василя або ПМ Оленки. 

Coffee Hour Schedule 

We are back to sponsored coffee hours  
You can sponsor coffee hour monetarily by donating $50.00 to 
cover the cost of one coffee hour. 
If you would like to volunteer, please sign up the schedule is on 
the door of the church hall kitchen. 
 
June 28– Parish Feast Day 
July 5 — Potluck Hot dogs and hamburgers 250th Ann of USA 
July 12– Olha and Oleksiy Nazarenko 
July 19—open 
July 26—open 
August 2—open 
August 9—open 


