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“The Lord is my light and my salvation;
whom shall I fear?” (Psalm 26:1)

August holds a special place in the liturgi-
cal year of the Orthodox Church. Follow-
ing the spiritual labor of the Apostles’ Fast
and the missionary work of the summer
months, the Church invites us to a pro-
found spiritual contemplation of two ma-




jestic events in the history of salvation: the Transfiguration of our
Lord Jesus Christ and the Dormition of our Most Holy Theotokos
and Ever-Virgin Mary.

These feasts are joined by an invisible thread within the theology of
salvation. One reveals to humanity the glory of the Incarnate God;
the other reveals the glory of the human person who responded
completely to God’s call.

It is not without reason that the Holy Fathers spoke of Orthodox
life as a journey from Tabor to the Heavenly Jerusalem - a path of
gradual transformation of the human heart.

The Feast of the Transfiguration of Our Lord: The Revelation of
Divine Glory

The Feast of the Transfiguration of our Lord is one of the Twelve
Great Feasts of the Orthodox Church. Its historical celebration can
be traced back to the fourth century, when Saint Helen, Equal-to-
the-Apostles, built a church on the holy Mount Tabor in Palestine.
The Evangelist Matthew tells us: “And He was transfigured before
them. His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became as white
as the light” (Matthew 17:2). The Apostles Peter, James, and John
became witnesses to an event that the Church understands as a
manifestation of divine glory.

Beside Christ appeared two great prophets of the Old Testament:
Moses, representing the Law, and Elijah, representing the Prophets.
Their presence bears witness that the whole of the Old Testament
finds its fulfillment in Christ. And it is at that moment that the
voice of God the Father is heard: “This is My beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased. Hear Him!”(Matthew 17:5).

The light of Tabor is at the very heart of Orthodox theology. Saint
Gregory Palamas devoted much of his life to explaining what the
Apostles beheld. He teaches that the light of Tabor is not the light
of the material world, but the uncreated energy of God Himself,
through which the Lord allows humanity to participate in His di-
vine life.

For this reason, Orthodox theology speaks not only of the salvation
of the human person, but also of theosis (0éwo1c), or deification.
Humanity was not created merely for a morally upright life. We
were created for communion with God.

Saint Athanasius the Great expresses this mystery in the well-
known teaching that God became man so that humanity might be-
come partakers of the divine life.

This is the meaning of the Transfiguration. Christ reveals not only
Himself. He reveals the destiny of every saint.

The troparion of the Feast proclaims: “You were transfigured on
the mountain, O Christ our God, sfiowing Your disciples Your glo-
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Liturgical Schedule

Sunday
August 16
8:45am Matins
9:30am Hours

11th Sunday after Pentecost. Tone 2
After feast of the Dormition. Translation of
the Image Not-Made-By-Hands of our Lord
Jesus Christ from Edessa to Constantinople
(944). Martyr Diomedes the Physician of

10:00AM Tarsus in Cilicia (298). Mat-
Divine Liturgy ins (11): Jn. 21:15-25; 1 Cor. 9:2-12;
Mt. 18:23-35;
To Holy Napkin: Col. 1:12-18; Lk. 9:51-
56, 10:22-24;
Sunday 12th Sunday after Pentecost. Tone 3
August 23 Leave-taking of the Dormition. Martyr Lu-

8:15am Matins
9:00am Hours

pus (306), slave of St. Demetrius of Thessa-
lonica. Hieromartyr Irenaeus, bishop of Ly-

9:30am ons (202).
Divine Liturgy Matins (1): Mt. 28:16-20; 1 Cor. 15:1-
11; Mt. 19:16-26;To Theotokos: Phil. 2:5-
11;Lk. 10:38-42 — 11:27-28;
Sunday
August 30 13th Sunday after Pentecost. Tone 4

&:15am Matins
8:30am First

Sts. Alexander (340), John (595), and Paul
the New (784), patriarchs of Constantinople.
Ven. Christopher of Palestine (6th c.). Ven.

;i%gisﬂgﬁs Fantinus of Calabria (9th c.). Mat-
: 9:30am ins (2): Mk. 16:1-8; 1 Cor. 16:13-
Divi e 24; Mt. 21:33-42;
ivine Liturgy
14th Sunday after Pentecost. Tone 5 Com-
memoration of the Miracle of the Archangel
Sunda Michael at Colossae (Chonae) (4th c.). Mar-
Sep tembgr 6 tyrs Eudoxius, Zeno, Macarius (3 11). Martyrs
9-00am Hours Romulus and others (2nd c.). Hieromartyr
" 9:30am Cyril, bishop of Gortyna (3rd-4th c.). Ven..
Divine Liturgy Archippus of Hierapolis (4th c.). Ven. David

(6th c.). Matins (3): Mk. 16:9-20; 2 Cor. 1:21
—2:4; Mt. 22:1-14; To Archangel: Heb. 2:2-
10; Lk. 10:16-21
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ry as far as they could bear it...”

These words contain extraordinary depth. The Lord reveals to the
human person as much of His grace as one is able to receive.
Saint John Chrysostom teaches that it was not Christ who
changed; rather, the eyes of those who looked upon Him were
opened to behold what had always been present.

Practical pious aspect of the Feast of the Transfiguration is the
blessing of fruit. In the Christian East, the traditional fruit was
grapes. In Ukraine, because of climatic conditions, the custom
came to include apples, pears, plums, grapes, honey, and other
fruits and vegetables of the new harvest.

Yet the Church emphasizes that we do not bless these fruits be-
cause they somehow become magical. We bless them because all
life and every good gift come from God.

Thanksgiving to God is a fundamental sign of a spiritually
healthy life. When we cease to give thanks, we begin to regard
God’s gifts as our own achievement. For this reason, the blessing
of fruit becomes a school of humility and gratitude.

For centuries, the Ukrainian people developed beautiful customs
surrounding this feast. Families came to church together. Children
carried the first apples of the harvest. People shared fruit with
neighbors, visited those who were alone, and helped the poor. In
these simple acts, living Christian love became visible.

At the same time, the Church has never supported superstition. A
blessed apple is not a charm or talisman. A blessing does not op-
erate automatically. It is the grace of God that acts, and the hu-
man person receives that grace through faith, prayer, and a life
directed toward God.

The Dormition of the Most Holy Theotokos - The Pascha of the
Mother of God

Nine days after the Feast of the Transfiguration, the Orthodox
Church celebrates one of the most beloved feasts of the Orthodox
world.

The very word “Dormition” means a peaceful falling asleep. The
Church does not speak of the death of the Theotokos as a tragedy.
Quite the opposite. In the liturgical texts of the Feast, we sing: “In
giving birth you preserved your virginity; in falling asleep you
did not forsake the world, O Theotokos...”

The Most Holy Virgin does not abandon humanity. She continues
to intercede for us before the throne of her Son. Saint John of Da-
mascus teaches that death could not hold the one who had borne
within her womb Him Who is Life itself. To be continued
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Parish Council

Monthly Council meting will take place on Sunday September
13 after Coffee hour. Guests are welcome.

Sunday’s Second Collection

Sunday’s Second Special Collection is dedicated each month to a
different cause. Month of August is dedicated Eternal Lamp fund.
Month of September to College students care packages.

Annual Parish Festival

As we prepare for our Annual Perogie Festival on August 30, I
warmly encourage everyone to consider volunteering
and helping make this wonderful parish event a suc-
cess. We need volunteers to help with setup before the
festival, as well as to assist throughout the day with
running the various activities. Every helping hand
makes a difference, and this is a wonderful opportuni-
ty to serve our parish community and enjoy fellow-
ship together. Please sign up on the volunteer sheets posted by
the kitchen door in the church hall. Thank you for your generosi-
ty, support, and willingness to serve!

Fr. Vasyl

Sisterhood of St. Anne

Mark your calendars—our next meeting date will
be after coffee hour on Sunday, August

23rd. These meetings are open to ALL women of
the parish 18 and over. We welcome your insight,
input and inspiration. Please reach out to Athena
Gordan with any questions regarding this vital
ministry.

Work Schedule:

Monday Augustl7 at 8:30am make SK balls
Wednesday August 19 at 5:30pm make SK perogies
Sunday August 23 make cheese balls

Monday August 24 at 8:30am make Cheese perogies
Tuesday August 25 at 8:30am boil cabbage

Wednesday August 26 at 5:30pm make stuffed cabbage
Thursday August 27 at 5:30pm make stuffed cabbage




Seven Day Vigil Candles

For the health and God’s blessings of Anatoli &
Pamela Omelian by Fr. Vasyl

For the health of Mark Paladino as he recovers from
surgery by the Masur Family l
For the health of Larissa Kocelko our dear sister, sister

in law & aunt as she prepares for a surgery by the Masur Family
For the health of Kathleen Penno and for God’s blessings as she
mourns the death of her brother Kevin Reid by the Masur Family
For the health of our children Markian, Alec, Hannah by Terese
and Mark Masur

For the health and God’s blessings of Patti Faye by John Batura
For the health of Jake by John Batura

For the health and God’s blessings for Metropolitan Anthony by
Gbur & Lang Families

e In memory of Leona Jaksich, who passed away August 10,
2020. We miss you-Love your daughters, Susan and Diana.

e In loving memory of our fathers, Theodore Larson, Stephen
Kuzemka and brother, Mark Kuzemka. ~by Ted & Karen Lar-
son

e In memory of Fr. Howard Sloan. May his memory be eternal
by Gbur & Lang Families

e In memory of my newly reposed Fr. Howard

College Care Package

Parents and Guardians, do you have a son, daughter or
grandchild enrolled in college or a vocational/trade school? If so,
we want to let them know their parish family is thinking of them
and praying for them in a very tangible way. It is our plan to send
care packages from time to time throughout the academic year
with little reminders of home and faith tucked inside. It is our
hope that this would be a welcome break from the pressures of
studies and late-night cram sessions. It doesn't matter if they are
living on or off campus or commuting from home. Nor does it
matter what year they are in. As long as they are pursuing their
degree or certification, they are eligible. If this is something you
know they would enjoy receiving, applications will be made
available soon in the coming weeks. Until then, should you have
any questions please reach out to one of the committee mem-
bers: Karen Larson, Athena Gordan, Debbie Pierog or
Michelle Supilowski. 6
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Prayer Corner for the Month of August 7

We ask all of you to remember in your prayers

the following individuals, who are in need of

God's healing and grace:

Joshua Smith, Jake, Anne, Marcia, Carolyn, Judy, Donna,
Danylo Drapala, Nina Gregosanc & family, Larry Pierog, Mark,
Judy Broud, Mary Wisniowski, Mary Pirtle, Bob Lewan-
dowski, Andy, Bohdan, Ralph Palm, David, Irine, Zoriana, Lev,
Alla Grzymski, Nicole, John & Patti, Barbara Patronik, Barbara
Bruce, Chloe McKinney, Yuriy Zmysly, Dorothy Seliga, Hal-
yna & Wolodymer Kashpar, Mykola, Priest Vasyl Dovhan, Tina
& Frankie, Alexander, Anatoli & Pamela, Janet, Sam and
Rocky, Natalia, Natalia.

Pray for soldiers in Ukraine: Petro Drapala, Yaroslav, Pavlo,
Slavko, Mikola, Victor, Taras, Yuriy, Stepan, Mykola, medic
Stella, Oleg, Yuriy, Dmitro, Bohdan, Roman, Mykola, Kostia,
missing in action Vitaliy.

Pray for Our expecting mothers:
Marta and Olha

New moms: Maria, Viktoria, Bozhena, Tetiana, Natalia, Anna,
Krystyna, Pavai, Myroslava, Nataliia, Maria, Michelle.

If there is anyone who is in need of prayers, and you want to
add them to the prayer corner, please notify Fr. Vasyl
If you would like me to visit with the Sacraments of the Holy
Confession and Eucharist, please call the rectory.

to set up an appointment. [ will gladly visit everyone.

Fr. Vasyl

Memorial Service

August 23 — In memory of all of those who have
stepped into eternity in the month of August.




We are back to sponsored coffee hours I
You can sponsor coffee hour monetarily by donating $50.00 to ,
cover the cost of one coffee hour. '
If you would like to volunteer, please sign up the schedule is on !
the door of the church hall kitchen. '
August 16 — Yurii and Nataliia Sendeha E
|
I
|
|

August 23 —open
August 30 — Festival
September 6 — open
September 13 — open
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Mark your calendars

Sunday August 30 — Annual Parish Festival

Sunday September 27 — Pork & Chicken Roast Dinner at Noon
Sunday November 8 — Parish Family Thanksgiving Dinner
Sunday January 10 — Parish Family Christmas Dinner

Annual Parish Festival

Our Annual Perogie Festival will take place on

Saturday August 30, 2026. We are preparing for the big day. Vol-
unteers: Mark your calendar and come help us set up

Basket Raffle. We are looking for donations of baskets. For more
info please See Faith Neswick. ) 4

Cash Raffle. Ticket are available for purchase.
Support your parish, purchase ticket/s

Cost of 1 ticket is $100.00.

Only 200 tickets are offered.

Drawing August 30, 2026

You can split the cost with family, friends, coworkers fellow pa-
rishioners. You can be on multiple tickets.

Advanced payment for tickets would be appreciated.

Help us make it another success and have all 200 tickets sold!




