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The Dormition of 
the Most Holy 
Theotokos  
 
The celebration of 
the Dormition took 
shape by the fifth 
and sixth centuries. 
According to Holy 
Tradition, all the 
Apostles were mi-
raculously gathered 

in Jerusalem at the time of the repose of 
the Mother of God. Only the Apostle 
Thomas arrived later. When the tomb of 
the Theotokos was opened, it was found 
empty. The Church received this as a sign 
that the All-Pure Virgin had been taken by 
the Lord into heavenly glory. 
For this reason, the icon of the Dormition 
is not an icon of mourning. It is profound-
ly Paschal. 
Christ stands at the center of the icon hold-
ing the soul of His Mother, portrayed as a 
small child wrapped in light. Once, she 
held Him in her arms as an infant. Now, 
He holds her and receives her into eternal 
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life. What a profound theological image! 
Before the Feast, the Church observes the Dormition Fast. Its dis-
cipline is comparable in many ways to the Great Fast, but its spir-
itual atmosphere is distinct. 
It is a fast of quiet joy. It is a fast of purification. It is a fast in 
which we learn humility. Saint Isaac the Syrian reminds us that 
fasting without mercy is little more than hunger. 
True fasting includes prayer, forgiveness, repentance and Holy 
Confession, reception of the Holy Eucharist, assistance to those 
in need, struggle against our passions, and silence when our 
words might wound another person. 
The Icon of the Dormition - The Gospel in Color 
The Orthodox icon does not merely illustrate history. It pro-
claims theology. At the center of the icon is Christ. Not death. 
Not the tomb. Not sorrow. Christ Himself. For He alone is the 
Conqueror of death. Around Him stand the Apostles and the an-
gels. The whole Church – earthly and heavenly – gathers to re-
ceive the Mother of God. 
What Do These Feasts Teach Us Today? In the modern world, it 
is remarkably easy for a person to lose inner peace. We live amid 
information overload, social media, constant haste, war, anxiety, 
and fear. 
For this reason, Tabor says to us: Stop. Look at Christ. 
And the Dormition says: Do not fear death if you live with God. 
The Feast of the Transfiguration invites us to: 
reconsider the direction of our lives; 
cleanse our hearts of resentment; 
reconcile with those around us; 
read Holy Scripture more faithfully; 
participate more frequently and consciously in the Divine Litur-
gy. 
The Feast of the Dormition teaches us to: 
trust God; 
live in humility; preserve purity of heart; love the Church; 
imitate the quiet, sacrificial faithfulness of the Mother of God. 
For Ukrainian Orthodox Christians, these August feasts have al-
ways been more than dates on a calendar. 
Our people blessed the harvest, prayed for their families, asked 
God for peace, brought sheaves of newly harvested grain for 
blessing, and gave thanks to God for the land. 
Even during years of persecution of the faith, our grandmothers 
and grandfathers carried apples, grapes, flowers, and fragrant 
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Liturgical Schedule  

Sunday 
August 30 

8:15am Matins 
8:30am First 
Confessions 

9:00am Hours 
9:30am 

Divine Liturgy 

13th Sunday after Pentecost. Tone 4  
Sts. Alexander (340), John (595), and Paul 
the New (784), patriarchs of Constantinople. 
Ven. Christopher of Palestine (6th c.). Ven. 
Fantinus of Calabria (9th c.). Mat-
ins (2): Mk. 16:1-8; 1 Cor. 16:13-
24;  Mt. 21:33-42; 

Sunday 
August 23 

8:15am Matins 
9:00am Hours 

9:30am 
Divine Liturgy 

 
 

12th Sunday after Pentecost.   Tone 3 
Leave-taking of the Dormition. Martyr Lu-
pus (306), slave of St. Demetrius of Thessa-
lonica. Hieromartyr Irenaeus, bishop of Ly-
ons (202).  
Matins  (1): Mt. 28:16-20; 1 Cor. 15:1-
11;    Mt. 19:16-26;To Theotokos: Phil. 2:5-
11;Lk. 10:38-42 – 11:27-28; 

Sunday 
September 6 

8:15am Matins 
8:30am First 
Confessions 

9:00am Hours 
9:30am 

Divine Liturgy 

14th Sunday after Pentecost.   Tone 5 Com-
memoration of the Miracle of the Archangel 
Michael at  Colossae (Chonae) (4th c.). Mar-
tyrs Eudoxius, Zeno, Macarius (311). Martyrs 
Romulus and others (2nd c.). Hieromartyr 
Cyril, bishop of Gortyna (3rd-4th c.). Ven. 
Archippus of Hierapolis (4th c.). Ven. David 
(6th c.). Matins  (3): Mk. 16:9-20; 2 Cor. 1:21
–2:4;     Mt. 22:1-14; To Archangel: Heb. 2:2-
10; Lk. 10:16-21 

Sunday 
September 13 
8:15am Matins 
8:30am First 
Confessions 

9:00am Hours 
9:30am 

Divine Liturgy 
 
 

15th Sunday after Pentecost.   Tone 6 The 
Placing of the Cincture (Sash) of the Most 
Holy Theotokos (395-408).Hieromartyr 
Cyprian, bishop of Carthage (258). St. Gen-
nadius, patriarch of Constantinople (471). 
Matins (4): Lk. 24:1-12; 2 Cor. 4:6-15; Mt. 
22:35-46; To Theotokos: Heb. 9:1-7; Lk. 
10:38-42; 11:27-28 
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herbs to church. They handed down to us not merely a folk cus-
tom. They handed down a living faith. 
Today, as Ukraine continues to endure the terrible trials of war, 
these traditions acquire an even deeper meaning. When we bless 
the fruits of the earth, we pray for those who defend that land. 
When we look upon the light of Tabor, we ask the Lord to en-
lighten human hearts with truth and peace. When we celebrate the 
Dormition of the Theotokos, we entrust our people, our soldiers, 
our children, our families, and all who suffer to her maternal in-
tercession. 
 
The Feasts of the Transfiguration of our Lord and the Dormition 
of the Most Holy Theotokos remind us that Orthodox life is not 
simply the observance of external customs and rituals. It is a con-
tinual inner transformation. 
 
The blessed fruits should inspire us to bear the fruits of virtue. 
The blessed flowers should remind us of the beauty of holiness. 
The light of Tabor should lead us to the light of Christ’s Gospel. 
And the peaceful Dormition of the Mother of God should teach us 
to live in such a way that our encounter with the Lord will not be 
a moment of fear, but a long-awaited joy. 
May the words of the Apostle Peter, spoken on Mount Tabor, be-
come the prayer of each one of us: “Lord, it is good for us to be 
here…” (Matthew 17:4). 
 
And may the words of the Most Holy Theotokos, spoken at the 
wedding feast in Cana of Galilee, become a guiding principle for 
our lives: “Whatever He says to you, do it.” (John 2:5). 
May the Lord, Who was transfigured in glory upon the holy 
Mount Tabor, also transform our hearts by His grace. 
May the Most Holy Theotokos, who did not abandon the world in 
her Dormition, cover us with her honorable protecting veil and 
teach us fidelity, humility, and love for God. 
Then our life, too, will become a journey from the transience of 
this earthly existence to eternal glory, where, in the words of the 
Apostle Paul, “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered 
into the heart of man the things which God has prepared for those 
who love Him” (1 Corinthians 2:9) 
 
Archbishop Daniel  
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Monthly Council meting will take place on Sunday September 
13 after Coffee hour. Guests are welcome. 

As we prepare for our Annual Perogie Festival on August 30, I 
warmly encourage everyone to consider volunteering 
and helping make this wonderful parish event a suc-
cess. We need volunteers to help with setup before the 
festival, as well as to assist throughout the day with 
running the various activities. Every helping hand 
makes a difference, and this is a wonderful opportuni-
ty to serve our parish community and enjoy fellow-
ship together. Please sign up on the volunteer sheets posted by 
the kitchen door in the church hall. Thank you for your generosi-
ty, support, and willingness to serve!  
Fr. Vasyl 

Annual Parish Festival 

Sunday’s Second Special Collection is dedicated each month to a 
different cause. Month of August is dedicated Eternal Lamp fund. 
Month of September to College students care packages. 

Mark your calendars—our meeting scheduled 
for today is postponed until September. The date  
TBD .  These meetings are open to ALL women 
of the parish 18 and over.  We welcome your in-
sight, input and inspiration.  Please reach out to 
Athena Gordan with any questions regarding 
this vital ministry. 
 
Work Schedule: 
Sunday August 23 make cheese balls 
Monday August 24 at 8:30am make Cheese perogies 
Tuesday August 25 at 8:30am boil cabbage 
Wednesday August 26 at 5:30pm make stuffed cabbage 
Thursday August 27 at 5:30pm make stuffed cabbage 

Sisterhood of St. Anne 

Sunday’s Second Collection 

Parish Council 
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For the health and God’s blessings of Patti Faye by John Batura 
For the health of Jake by John Batura 
———————————————————— 
• In loving memory of my mother Anna on the an-

niversary of her passing. Forever loved, forever 
missed and always in my heart by Ludmila Pis-
koun 

• In loving memory of my maternal grandparents, Raymond and 
Anna Arendt, a couple who truly proved that opposites can at-
tract in a loving and respectful way. -by Karen Larson 

• In memory of Fr. John Charest. May his memory be eternal by 
Gbur & Lang Families 

• In memory of Father John Charest by Tina Cucci Fischer 
• In memory of my newly reposed Fr. John by Fr. Vasyl & Family  

College Care Package 

Seven Day Vigil Candles 

    Parents and Guardians, do you have a son, daughter or 
grandchild enrolled in college or a vocational/trade school?  If so, 
we want to let them know their parish family is thinking of them 
and praying for them in a very tangible way.  It is our plan to send 
care packages from time to time throughout the academic year 
with little reminders of home and faith tucked inside.  It is our 
hope that this would be a welcome break from the pressures of 
studies and late-night cram sessions. It doesn't matter if they are 
living on or off campus or commuting from home.  Nor does it 
matter what year they are in.  As long as they are pursuing their 
degree or certification, they are eligible.  If this is something you 
know they would enjoy receiving, applications will be made 
available soon in the coming weeks. Until then, should you have 
any questions please reach out to one of the committee mem-
bers: Karen Larson, Athena Gordan, Debbie Pierog or 
Michelle Supilowski. 

James and Michal Costello      $100 
June and Tony Girolami            $500 
Susan Keller                                $100 
Ross Niemi (Niemi Family)        $50 
Janice Naddy                               $100 
Rayanne Barrett    $100 
Catherine Niemi         $50 
Karen & Ted Larson -$50.00 

Donations in memory of Fr. Howard 
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We ask all of you to remember in your prayers 
the following individuals, who are in need of 
God's healing and grace:  
Joshua Smith, Jake, Anne, Marcia, Carolyn, Judy, Donna, 
Danylo Drapala, Nina Gregosanc & family, Larry Pierog, Mark, 
Judy Broud, Mary Wisniowski,  Mary Pirtle, Bob Lewan-
dowski, Andy, Bohdan, Ralph Palm, David, Irine, Zoriana, Lev, 
Alla Grzymski, Nicole, John & Patti, Barbara Patronik, Barbara 
Bruce, Chloe McKinney, Yuriy Zmysly, Dorothy Seliga, Hal-
yna & Wolodymer Kashpar, Mykola, Priest Vasyl Dovhan, Tina 
& Frankie, Alexander, Anatoli & Pamela, Janet, Sam and 
Rocky, Natalia, Natalia. 
 
Pray for soldiers in Ukraine: Petro Drapala, Yaroslav, Pavlo, 
Slavko, Mikola, Victor, Taras, Yuriy, Stepan, Mykola, medic 
Stella, Oleg, Yuriy, Dmitro, Bohdan, Roman, Mykola, Kostia, 
missing in action Vitaliy. 
 
Pray for Our expecting mothers:  
Marta and Olha 
 
New moms: Maria, Viktoria, Bozhena, Tetiana, Natalia, Anna, 
Krystyna, Pavai, Myroslava, Nataliia, Maria, Michelle. 
 
 If there is anyone who is in need of prayers, and you want to 
add them to the prayer corner, please notify Fr. Vasyl 
If you would like me to visit with the Sacraments of the Holy 
Confession and  Eucharist,  please call the rectory. 
 to set up an appointment.  I will gladly visit everyone. 
 Fr. Vasyl 

Prayer Corner for the Month of August 

Memorial Service  

 
 
August 23 — In memory of all of those who have 
stepped into eternity in the month of August. 
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Mark your calendars  

Annual Parish Festival 

Sunday August 30 — Annual Parish Festival 

Sunday September 27 — Pork & Chicken Roast Dinner at Noon 

Sunday November 8 — Parish Family Thanksgiving Dinner 

Sunday January 10 — Parish Family Christmas Dinner 

Coffee Hour Schedule 

We are back to sponsored coffee hours  
You can sponsor coffee hour monetarily by donating $50.00 to 
cover the cost of one coffee hour. 
If you would like to volunteer, please sign up the schedule is on 
the door of the church hall kitchen. 
August 23 — parish Council 
August 30 — Festival 
September 6 — open 
September 13 — open 

Our Annual Perogie Festival will take place on  
Sunday August 30, 2026. We are preparing for the big day. Vol-
unteers: Mark your calendar and come help us set up 
Basket Raffle. We are looking for donations of baskets.  For more 
info please See Faith Neswick. 
Cash Raffle. Ticket are  available for purchase.  
Support your parish, purchase ticket/s  
Cost of 1 ticket is $100.00.  
Only 200 tickets are offered. 
Drawing August 30, 2026 
You can split the cost with family, friends, coworkers, fellow pa-
rishioners. You can be on multiple tickets. 
 Advanced payment for tickets would be appreciated. 
Help us make it another success and have all 200 tickets sold!  

 


