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Reflection
Do you have pride?

In the gospel of saint Matthew chapter
19th, we read about a young man who ap-
proaches our Lord and says “what must [
do in order to enter the Kingdom of Heav-
en?" Our Savior says to the young man
that he must keep the Ten Commandments
and the man said that he is faithful to the
Law of Moses. This man is kind of proud
about keeping up with the spiritual pre-
cepts, and then he goes on and ask “what
else must be done in order to enter the
Kingdom and have eternal life.” At this
point our Lord says something very pow-
erful “go sell everything you have, give
the money to the poor and come follow
me.” (Mt. 19:21-22)

If you were there to see what happened
when our Lord made this statement to the
young man your mouth would have proba-
bly dropped open because as the reading
says “when the young man heard this say-
ing, he went away sorrowful, for he had
many great possessions.” (Mt. 19:22)

In the reading today I see nothing but
greed and insincerity and pride. First of all
the man shows 'pride’ by saying that he




keeps all of the Commandments; I feel that he is leading us to
believe that he is perfect in the following of God's Law to perfec-
tion. I must see this for myself: does he not commit adultery in
his heart at times by wanting what someone else has? Is he so
perfect that he does not bear false witness about his neighbor by
gossip or story telling about things and people when he does not
have all the facts? Was he a perfect son to his parents? Was he a
giver instead of a taker? I really don't think so.

The man gave himself away and how we know that he was not so
perfect is because when our Savior told him to sell all he had and
give the proceeds to feed the needy he became sad and walked
away; the proof about what kind of person he was is right there:
he is full of pride by telling our Lord that he is so perfect in keep-
ing the Law of Moses, [ pride ], he does not want to sell his pos-
sessions because they are so important to him and they mean
more to him than eternal life [ insincere |.

Next and last, he is a very greedy person: he refuses to share his
wealth; he become very sad and walks away from our Lord. This
young man is one of the most self centered and manipulative
people in the gospel readings. Each one of us have bits and piec-
es of these negative traits like the man in the reading today. Let
us examine ourselves, find out were we are falling short in our
service to God, and then let us be humble enough to ask for the
mercy of God to help us to improve spiritually.

Christ is among us!

Rev. Paul Bigelow.

Sts Peter and Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Parish, Elmora, P

St. Sophia Seminary Marks 50 Years of Ministry

Dear Friends, Benefactors, and Faithful Supporters of St. Sophia
Ukrainian Orthodox Theological Seminary,
With gratitude to Almighty God and with sincere hope for the
future of Christ’s Holy Church, we prayerfully invite you to join
us in commemorating the 50th Anniversary of St. Sophia Ukrain-
ian Orthodox Theological Seminary during the year 2026.
For five decades, St. Sophia Seminary has faithfully served as the
spiritual and theological heart of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
of the USA - preparing clergy, theologians, chaplains, church
leaders, and devoted servants of Christ for ministry throughout
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Liturgical Schedule

Sunday
August 30
8:15am Matins
8:30am First

13th Sunday after Pentecost. Tone 4

Sts. Alexander (340), John (595), and Paul
the New (784), patriarchs of Constantinople.
Ven. Christopher of Palestine (6th c.). Ven.

Confesswns Fantinus of Calabria (9th c.). Mat-
9:00am Hours . ) e, ]
9:30am ins (2): Mk. 16:1-8; 1 Cor. 16:13-
Lo 24; Mt. 21:33-42;
Divine Liturgy
14th Sunday after Pentecost. Tone S Com-
Sunday memoration of the Miracle of the Archangel
September 6  Michael at Colossae (Chonae) (4th c.). Mar-

8:15am Matins
8:30am First

tyrs Eudoxius, Zeno, Macarius (311). Martyrs
Romulus and others (2nd c.). Hieromartyr

Confessions Cyril, bishop of Gortyna (3rd-4th c.). Ven.
9:00am Hours  Archippus of Hierapolis (4th c.). Ven. David
9:30am (6th c.). Matins (3): Mk. 16:9-20; 2 Cor. 1:21
Divine Liturgy -2:4; Mt. 22:1-14; To Archangel: Heb. 2:2-
10; Lk. 10:16-21
Sunday

September 13
&:15am Matins
&:30am First

15th Sunday after Pentecost. Tone 6 The
Placing of the Cincture (Sash) of the Most
Holy Theotokos (395-408).Hieromartyr

Confessions Cyprian, bishop of Carthage (258). St. Gen-
9:00am Hours  nadius, patriarch of Constantinople (471).
9:30am Matins (4): Lk. 24:1-12; 2 Cor. 4:6-15; Mt.
Divine Liturgy  22:35-46; To Theotokos: Heb. 9:1-7; Lk.
10:38-42; 11:27-28
16th Week after Pentecost. THE UNI-
VERSAL EXALTATION OF THE PRE-
CIOUS AND LIFE-GIVING CROSS Re-
Monday pose of St. John Chrysostom (407). Martyr
September 14 | Papas of Lycaonia (305). New Martyr Mac-
9:00am arius of Thessalonica (Mt. Athos) (1527).

Matins: Jn. 12:28-36; 1 Cor. 1:18-
24; Jn. 19, 6-11, 13-20, 25-28, 30-35;
Strict Fast Day
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the United States of America and around the world.

Founded through the vision and sacrifice of Metropolitan John
(Theodorovych) and strengthened under the spiritual leadership of
Patriarch Mstyslav (Skrypnyk), the Seminary remains today the
only accredited Ukrainian Orthodox theological institution out-
side of Ukraine. For fifty years, generations of students have
prayed, studied, worshiped, and prepared for ministry within the
sacred walls of this holy institution.

The Seminary has shaped lives, strengthened vocations, nurtured
spiritual leadership, preserved our Ukrainian Orthodox heritage,
and proclaimed the Gospel of Christ in times of joy, struggle,
peace, and hardship. Countless clergy and faithful serving today
continue to carry within their hearts the spiritual formation they
received at St. Sophia Seminary.

As we celebrate this historic milestone, we are also looking to-
ward the future with faith, responsibility, and hope.

After fifty years of faithful service, our Seminary campus and fa-
cilities now require significant restoration and renewal. We are
actively working to improve student living quarters, renovate
classrooms, repair and beautify the Seminary chapel, modernize
kitchen and laundry facilities, replace aging windows and floor-
ing, update furniture, and create a healthy and spiritually uplifting
environment for future generations of seminarians.

These efforts are not simply about buildings. They are about in-
vesting in people - in future pastors, missionaries, chaplains, theo-
logians, educators, and spiritual leaders who will continue the
mission of Christ’s Holy Church for generations to come.

We also ask for your prayers for our students, faculty, alumni,
benefactors, and all who continue to labor for the mission of theo-
logical education and spiritual formation within our Church.

On behalf of the faculty, seminarians, alumni, and faithful sup-
porters of St. Sophia Seminary, I express my deepest gratitude for
your kindness, generosity, and continued support. May the Lord
abundantly bless you and your families with peace, health, spir-
itual joy, and many blessed years.

With gratitude in Christ and prayers for God’s mercy and bless-
ings, I remain, Faithfully yours in the service of Christ and His
Holy Church,

Archbishop Daniel
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Parish Council

Monthly Council meting will take place on Sunday September
13 after Coffee hour. Guests are welcome.

Sunday’s Second Collection

Sunday’s Second Special Collection is dedicated each month to a
different cause. Month of August is dedicated Eternal Lamp fund.
Month of September to College students care packages.

Annual Parish Festival

As we prepare for our Annual Perogie Festival on Au-
gust 30, [ warmly encourage everyone to consider
volunteering and helping make this wonderful parish ‘r \
event a success. We need volunteers to assist through- !JII‘\ _
out the day with running the various activities. Every

helping hand makes a difference, and this is a wonder- .
ful opportunity to serve our parish community and
enjoy fellowship together. Thank you for your generosity, sup-
port, and willingness to serve!

Fr. Vasyl

Sisterhood of St. Anne

Mark your calendars—our meeting scheduled
for August 23 is postponed until September. The
date TBD .

These meetings are open to ALL women of the
parish 18 and over. We welcome your insight,
input and inspiration.

Please reach out to Athena Gordan with any questions regard-
ing this vital ministry.

Work Schedule will be posted when available.




Seven Day Vigil Candles

For the health and God’s blessings of Patti Faye by John Batura
For the health of Jake by John Batura

e Inloving memory of my mother Anna on the an-
niversary of her passing. Forever loved, forever l
missed and always in my heart by Ludmila Pis-
koun

e In loving memory of my maternal grandparents, Raymond and
Anna Arendt, a couple who truly proved that opposites can at-
tract in a loving and respectful way. -by Karen Larson

e In memory of Fr. Boris Zabridsky by the Larson Family

e In memory of Father John Charest by Tina Cucci Fischer

e In memory of my newly reposed Fr. John Charest by

Selreliance Association

Be3kowmogne 6unognenna ycix JOKYMEHTIB JUII HOBOIIPUOYITHX
(Social Security. Work permit, Benefits) 3a indopmariero
npocumo 3BepraTuch A0 [lani Marku Onenkun Cengera
“Acomiamis Camoriomiu.” abo 3a Tenepornom (773) 692-1010

We offer free of charge consultation as well as filling up applica-
tions for Social Security, work authorization and benefits for new
immigrants. For more info see PM Olenka.

College Care Package

Parents and Guardians, do you have a son, daughter or
grandchild enrolled in college or a vocational/trade school? If so,
we want to let them know their parish family is thinking of them
and praying for them in a very tangible way. It is our plan to send
care packages from time to time throughout the academic year
with little reminders of home and faith tucked inside. It is our
hope that this would be a welcome break from the pressures of
studies and late-night cram sessions. It doesn't matter if they are
living on or off campus or commuting from home. Nor does it
matter what year they are in. As long as they are pursuing their
degree or certification, they are eligible. If this is something you
know they would enjoy receiving, applications will be made
available soon in the coming weeks. Until then, should you have
any questions please reach out to one of the committee mem-
bers: Karen Larson, Athena Gordan, Debbie Pierog or
Michelle Supilowski. 6
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Prayer Corner for the Month of August 7

We ask all of you to remember in your prayers

the following individuals, who are in need of

God's healing and grace:

Joshua Smith, Jake, Anne, Marcia, Carolyn, Judy, Donna,
Danylo Drapala, Nina Gregosanc & family, Larry Pierog, Mark,
Judy Broud, Mary Wisniowski, Mary Pirtle, Bob Lewan-
dowski, Andy, Bohdan, Ralph Palm, David, Irine, Zoriana, Lev,
Alla Grzymski, Nicole, John & Patti, Barbara Patronik, Barbara
Bruce, Chloe McKinney, Yuriy Zmysly, Dorothy Seliga, Hal-
yna & Wolodymer Kashpar, Mykola, Priest Vasyl Dovhan, Tina
& Frankie, Alexander, Anatoli & Pamela, Janet, Sam and
Rocky, Natalia, Natalia.

Pray for soldiers in Ukraine: Petro Drapala, Yaroslav, Pavlo,
Slavko, Mikola, Victor, Taras, Yuriy, Stepan, Mykola, medic
Stella, Oleg, Yuriy, Dmitro, Bohdan, Roman, Mykola, Kostia,
missing in action Vitaliy.

Pray for Our expecting mothers:
Marta and Olha

New moms: Maria, Viktoria, Bozhena, Tetiana, Natalia, Anna,
Krystyna, Pavai, Myroslava, Nataliia, Maria, Michelle.

If there is anyone who is in need of prayers, and you want to
add them to the prayer corner, please notify Fr. Vasyl
If you would like me to visit with the Sacraments of the Holy
Confession and Eucharist, please call the rectory.

to set up an appointment. [ will gladly visit everyone.

Fr. Vasyl

Memorial Service

September 27 — In memory of all of those who
have stepped into eternity in the month of Septem-
ber.




We are back to sponsored coffee hours

You can sponsor coffee hour monetarily by donating $50.00 to
cover the cost of one coffee hour.

If you would like to volunteer, please sign up the schedule is on
the door of the church hall kitchen.

August 30 — Festival

September 6 — Colffee hour to thank volunteers of the Festival
September 13 — open

September 20— Sloan Family in memory of Fr. Howard
September 27 — Pork & Chicken Roast

Mark your calendars

Sunday September 27 — Pork & Chicken Roast Dinner at Noon
Sunday November 8 — Parish Family Thanksgiving Dinner
Sunday January 10 — Parish Family Christmas Dinner

ESL Classes

The students and teachers have decided to take a summer
break with no formal classes for the months of July

and August on Wednesday evenings.

We plan to begin again in September, most likely Sept. 9. Watch
for a confirmation to be announced at the end of August.

Enjoy the joys of summer activities with your family and friends.

Blessings to all, = Pat Wolsko and Athena Gordan



